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choslovakia 
tenis af GrIcue SLA Kle 
Beene. 
PODEBRADY SPA, 
JACHYMOV, FAMOUS RADIUM SPA. 
The Czechoslovak Republic occupies an area of 
140.889 sq. kilometres and has over 15,132.000 inhab- 
itants; 665% are of Czechoslovak nationality, 22% 
German (mainly on the N. W. frontier), 5'29¢ Magyar 
(on the S. E. frontier), 05% Polish (in the Tésin 
district) and 35% Russian (in Carpathian Ruthen- 
ia). In all the more important places the German, 
French or English languages are understood. From 
the point of view of political administration, Czecho- 
slovakia is divided into four territories: Bohemia, 
Moravia-Silesia, Slovakia and Carpathian Ruthenia. 
The foreign visitor will be interested in the fol- 
lowing main features (consult the map on the front 
page): 
1. Five Hundred Mineral and Medicinal Springs. 
Czechoslovakia may justly be called a land of spas 
and medicinal springs, for in all parts of the country 
there are numerous spas and health resorts where 
every year many thousands of sick persons find re- 
lief and curative treatment. 
Anaemia and chlorosis: Marianské Lazné (Marien- 
bad), Frant. Lazné (Franzensbad), Podébrady, Sliaé, 
Johannisbrunn, Tatransk&4 Lomnice, Strbské Pleso, 
Lubochiia, Luéky, Rajecké Teplice and Karlsbrunn. 
Basedow’s disease: Tatransk& Lomnice, Strbské 
Pleso, Smokovce, Tatranska Polianka (Sanatorium 
Dr. Guhr). 
Complaints of the digestive organs: Karlovy Vary 
(iXarisbad);-Marianské-Lazné-(Marienbad),-Frantis- 
kovy Lazné (Franzensbad), Luhagovice, Korytnica 
and Bilina. 
Metabolic complaints and gout: Jachymov, Karlovy 
Vary (Karlsbad), Marianské Lazné (Marienbad), Lu- 
ha¢ovice, Frantiskovy Lazné (Franzensbad), Dolni 
Lipové (Nieder-Lindewiese), Bilina, Podébrady, 
PieStany and Tren¢ianské Teplice. 
Women’s complaints: Karlovy Vary (Karlsbad), 
Frantigkovy Lazné (Franzensbad), Marianské Lazné 
(Marienbad), Luhagovice, Sliat, Janské Lazné (Jo- 
hannisbad) , Konstantinsbad, Liebwerda, Darkov, Vel- 
ké Losiny (Gross Ullersdorf), Johannisbrunn, Ciz, 
Sklenné Teplice, Bohdaneé, MSené near Budyné, Bélo- 
hrad and Velichovky. 
Bladder and urethral complaints: Frantiskovy Laz- 
né (Franzensbad), Karlovy Vary (Karlsbad), Marian- 
ské Lazné (Marienbad), Teplice-Sanov (‘Teplitz-Sché- ' 
nau) and Ko: 
Diseases of the bones, muscles and joints: Jachy- 
mov, Trenéianské Teplice, PieStany, Frantiskovy Laz- 
né (Franzensbad), Teplice-Sanov (Teplitz-Schénau), 
Velichovky, MSené, Bohdaneé, Bélohrad, Velké Losiny 
(Gross Ullersdorf), Rajecké Teplice, Stubhanské Tep- 
lice, Sklenné Teplice and Smerdzonka. 
Constitutional diseases: scrofula, rachitis: Darkov, 
Luhagovice and Ciz. 
Leukaemia: Jachymov. 
Bronchial catarrh (excluding tuberculosis): Fran- 
tiSkovy Lazné (Franzensbad), Marianské Lazné (Ma- 
rienbad), Luhacovice, Lubochha and Herlany. 
Tuberculosis of the lungs: Matliary, Novy Smoko- 
vec and Polianka. 
Diseases of the nose and larynz: Jachymov, Luha- 
éovice, Podébrady and Bilina. 
Nervous disorders and post-hemoplegic conditions: | 
Jachymov, Sliaé, Teplice-Sanov (Teplitz-Schénau), 
PieStany, Tren¢ianské Teplice, Sklenné Teplice, Rajec- 
ké Teplice, Stubhanské Teplice and Smerdzonka. 
Convalescence: in the majority of Czechoslovak , 
health resorts, especially in the High Tatras. 
Schroth’s dietetic cure: Dolni Lipova (Nieder Lin- | 
dewiese). 
Priessnitz hydropathic cure: Grifenberk. 
2. Towns and Castles of Historical and Cultural | 
Importance. 
Bohemia: Praha (Prague), Tabor, Kutna Hora, Pi-. 
sek, Prachatice, Litomysl, Pardubice (architecture) ; 
Staré Boleslav (memorials of St. Venceslas) ; Vy&8i 
Brod (monastery) ; Karliv Tyn, Hluboka n. Vit., Ces- 
ky Krumlov, Rozmberk, Rabi, Konopi&té, Jindfichiv 
Hradec, Stfekov, Mnichovo Hradisté, Bezdéz, Cesky 
Sternberk, Orlik, Zvikov, Kfivoklat, Lany (castles) ;
Kuks and Betlem near Dvir Kralové (architecture, 
plastic work by M. Braun); DomazZlice (folklore). 
Moravia: Brno, Olomouc, Telé, Znojmo, Tyebié (ar- 
chitecture) , Uherské Hradisté (folklore) ; Bousov, Bi- 
tov, Vranov, Buchlov, Pernstyn, Velehrad (castles) ;
Slavkov (the battlefield of Austerlitz, Napoleon’s 
famous victory). 
Slovakia: Bratislava, KeZmarok, Levoéa, Zvolen, 
Pregov, Nitra, Turéansky Sv. Martin (architecture) ;
Trenéin, Cachtice, Beckov, Orava, Spissky Hrad, 
Streéno, Dévin, Bojnice (castles); Ciémany, Detva 
(folklore). 
MAR. LAZNE (MARIENBAD) SPA, 
and Hoverla in Carpathian Ruthenia (mountains) ; 
Prihonice, ZehuSice, Cerveny Hradek, Lednice, Kro- 
mériz and Mlynany (parks and botan. gardens) ; Po- 
prad-Velka (Tatra museum). 
4. Winter Sports Centres. 
Klinovec, Bournhak, Novy Svét, Jilemnice, Spindle- 
rav Mlyn, Janské Lazné, Cerchov, Spitak, Zelezna 
Ruda, Kralicky SnéZnik, the Pradéd region, Nové 
Mésto (in Moravia), RadhoSt, Strbské Pleso, Tatran- 
ake oa Stary and Novy Smokovec (details see 
ap). 
5. A Number of Towns of International Economic 
Importance. Coal: Moravska Ostrava, Karvinnd, Most 
and Kladno. Metal Industry: Vitkovice, Tiinec, Klad- 
no (ironworks), Prague (automobiles, railway car- 
riages, aeroplanes, patent fasteners), Plzen (Skoda 
Works), Brno, Bratislava, Roudnice, Brandys n. L., 
Prostéjov (agricultural - machines). Textiles: AS, 
Warnsdorf, Liberec, Trutnov, Nachov, Dvir Kralové, 
Sumperk, Brno, Jihlava, Krnov, Bratislava, Zilina, 
RuzZomberok. Glass: Bor near Ceska Lipa and other 
towns. Porcelain; the neighbourhood of Karlovy Va- 
ry. Ceramics: Horni Briza, Rakovnik, Znojmo and 
Hodonin. Chemicals: Usti n. L., Kolin, Morav. Ostra- 
va, SuSice (matches), Ceské Budéjovice (pencils). 
Hides and Footwear: Prague, Chrudim, Brno, Zlin 
(Bata), Tiéebit, Liptovsky Sv. Mikula3. Paper: Cesky 
Krumlov, Hostinné, Ruzomberok. Cement: Kralové 
Dvir, Ci%kovice. Sugar: Mélnik, Ne&Stémice. Beer: 
Plzen, Prague, Brno. Wine: Mélnik, Berehovo, Brati- 
slava. Hops: Zatec. Salt: Akna Slatina. 
6. Summer Health Resorts and Climatic Resorts: 
Babylon, Ceska Kubice, Vy88i Brod, RoZmberk, 
Turnov (Bohemian Paradise), Pisek, Bechyné, Doksy 
(the Czechoslovak Lido), Zelezné Ruda, Vranov (arti- 
fical lake on the famous river dam), Bitov, KrkonoSe 
(the Giant Mountains), Znojmo, Roznov, Radhost, 
the Tatra Mountains, Oravsky Podzimok, Banska 
Bystrice, Kremnice and Lubochha. 
7. Periodical or Occasional Cultural Enterprises 
and Festivals. 
Moravian and Slovak folk festivities (folklore) ; 
regional exhibitions; Sokol physical training exhibi- 
tions (a Pan-Sokol Congress will be held at Prague 
in 1938) ; Passion Plays at Hofice (1936), every kind 
of sporting events; many-sided artistic life in Prague. 
A_special list is published eve! ear. 
Riilway Transport. In Czechoslovakia railway 
trarsport is comparatively cheap. For one dollar the 
visifor can travel by express train on the Czechoslo- 
vak railways a distance of 85 kilometres, as compared 
with 75 km in Germany, 70 km in Austria, and 62 km 
in Switzerland. In addition, the Czechoslovak rail- 
ways offer holiday advantages: 1. Reduction of 
20—-40% on the circular tickets from the minimum 
distance of 300 km; 2. Reduction of 50% to the visi- 
tors of czechoslovak spas after a stay of at least 10 
days. 3, After a stay of at least 6 days in the country 
every foreign visitor is entitled to claim a reduction of 
667/,% on the return fare (free choice of direction) 
from May 15. to October 31: Praha and many czecho- 
slovak spas have direct through-carriage connections 
with all the large towns of Europe, esp. Vienne, Buda- 
pest, Bucarest, Miinchen, Ziirich, Paris, Berlin, Frank- 
furt, Warsaw etc. 
Czechoslovakia (Prague) has very good interna- 
tional connections by air; 4. inland and 14 international 
lines run services over Czechoslovak territory. There is 
also a well developped local autocar service in all 
sections of the country. 
Full particulars on all questions of stay and travel 
in Czechoslovakia may be obtained trough all travel 
agencies. Details on spas through the Union of czecho- 
slovak Spas (Praha I.) or the Central office of the 
ezechosl. State Spas (Praha VI.), on hotels through 
the Union of Czechoslovak Hotel Proprietors (Praha 
If). All kind of information can also be obtained 
through the Tourist Department of the Ministry of 
Commerce (Praha II.). 
  
THE SLOVAKS: WHO ARE THSY? 
The terms Cuechosloveks, Czechoslovakia, were coined in | 
1918, when on October 28 or that year the Czechs (Bohemians) 
and Slovaks proclaimed their independence of the Austro Hunge- 
rian monarchy and announced to the world their establishment 
of the Czechoslovak Republic. 
neories as to the origin of the Slavs, one HW 
E
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of the tribes of which were the Slovaks, a collective name prob- 
ably derived fgfu the old "Slav" or "Slavian" or "Sloveni". 
Some writers claim that the word "Slav" is derived from slave WS 
glory, but most probebly it is traced to the word "slovo", word, 
thus meaning speech, as distinguished from "mutes" or "Nemci", 
as the Slavonians celled the Germans. Many Slovek writers= 
e autochthonous, claiming origin from ty Ms
 
° <q ® be
 
n o believe thst th 
the soil on which they dwell.” Others cleim that they were 
tribes or sister eclens of closely related Slsvie tribes who al- 
ready prior to the Christien era were moving southward snd 
southwestwerd from the native territory of all Slavs, the greet 
Vistule wetershed region, which today is the hesrt of modern 
Polsnd, to the central portion of Zurope and below the Carpe- 
thian Mountains.® Some claim that one division of the tribes 
come from the Bleck Sea regions these probebly being the fore- 
  
  
1%. Serdrik, fudovié § Stur, Pavel Erigka, Fr. Sasinek, Pa- 
ldcky, Joz. ud. Holuby; also tne Russian chronicler, Nestor. 
2, Samo Czembel, Slov4ei s ich red, pe 1. 




' till others believe thet they were 
tae . . : . Tr 5 : vribes which migrated from the West.” The second theory is 
the one which is being accepted more and more todsy. 




 ' toward the close of the sixth century thetr territory we 
vVeded end for ¢ time under the rule of the Avars. In the sev- 
enth century trey were invaded by the Germans. The history of 
the Czechoclovsk tribes hes been, since the sixth centurr, one 
of perpetusl satruceles egzainst inveders -- the Aavars, Huns, end 
Hegyers (Hunrsriens) on the southeast; the Germans on the west, 
Southwest, and northwest. 
the Slovaks up to 906 formea ae unit with the Greater Morav- 
ian kingdom, which was organizea on the territory of present 
Gay Western Slovekia and Moravia. In 1029 the Sloveks were 
Griven by the Megyars, a Winno-Ugrian nomadic trive which had 
come irom the upper Volga, from the fields in the warn lowlands 
of Moravia eastward to the mountainous regions which they now 
occupy. Till 118 they were largely under the dominstion of 
the Hungerians. However, despite foreign dominations, their 
language even to this day remains very near to the original 
language of the early Slavic tribes. Their cultural advance 
has been restricted by their isolation, repression, and rude 
mountainous environment, but they have preserved much of their 
wonderful folk art and individuality.® 
Sens ees ee 
4. Ibid., De 18. 
5e Ibid., De 206 
6. Robert J. Kerner, Czechoslovakia Twenty Years of Inde- 
endence, pp. 3-7, under The CzechoSlovaks = Anthropological 
Notes, contributed by Ales Hrdlicka. 
  
The physicsl Slovek is a "type characterized by good sta- 
ture; strong, well-proportioned body, mostly rounded head 
(brachycephaly); face medium or rounded rather than narrow and 
long; physiogiimy frank, smiling, intelligent, attractives hair 
varying from blond to brunette and eyes ranging from blue to me= 
dium browns; absence of prognathism. Their principal mental 
characteristics are cordiality, sensitiveness, idealism, valor, 
love of family, love of country, love of music and the dance, 
love of friendly social amenities. Also, they exhibit consider- 
able individualism, ingrained love of the soil and all that goes 
with it, of order and cleanliness. And there is a universal 
hunger for knowledge, which leads to higher education of many 
of the children. The Czechoslovaks are industrious and thrifty. 
Their sense of humor and their idealism are above the general 
average, their criminality is virtually restricted to the men- 
tally ebnormal. They are not good money-makers, nor in general 
good politicians, or large-scale traders, having but infrquent 
inclinetion in this direction; but they excel in music, art, 
science, and literature. They enjoy good living, but not lux- 
urye n? 
How early were the Slavs Christianized? In rewriting the 
Russian Nestorts "“Letopis", Pavel Jozef Sef drik quotes him in 
his "Slovenske Starozitnosti" (1837) pp. 190-192 as stating 
that St. Andronicus, a disciple of St. Paul, worked smong the 
Slavs, and that the Apostle Paul himself was a missionary in 
Moravia and used the Slav language in his teaching.& 
  
7. Ibid., Pe 5. 
8. Czambel, op. cites pe 2e
  
4. 
In the eighth century, when the Slavs were under Frankish 
domination, Bishop Arno of Salzburg, upon orders from Charle- 
Magne, conducted a regular mission for their conversion. Some- 
where between the years 824 and 836, Pribina, a prince in West- 
ern Slovakia, had a Christian church built at his seat, the 
Castle of Nitra, and consecrated by the Archbishop of Salzburg, 
though he himself was still a pagan. 
Slovakia was again partly Christianized during the reign 
of Mojm{r I ( ? -846), first king of the Greater Moravian king- 
dom, who himself adopted Christianity. During this period Ro- 
man Catholic missionaries from the neighboring German dioceses 
began their work among the Slavs, but since the Slavs did not 
understand the German nor the Latin liturgy, they were dissatis- 
fied and demanded Christian teachers who spoke the Slavic lan- 
guege. The Slavic leaders also feared the Roman-Germanic po- 
litical influence of these "foreign" teachers. Rastislav 
(846-870), who freed his country from the Frankish yoke and 
deprived the German bishops of all their influence, petitioned 
the Byzantine court to send him a few missionaries. In 8635 
Baperor Michael III sent him two brothers, Constantine and Me- 
thodius, Greek priests and natives of Salonica (Thessalonica), 
a city of mixed Greek and Slavonian inhebitants.? 
These two missionaries, with the aid of assistants, Naum, 
Gorazd, and Angelar, taken from among the Slovak natives, ?° 
brought Christianity to the majority of the Slovaks and estab- 
  
9e homas Capek, e Sl s_of Hu » Pe ll. 
10. tefan Kremery, Prehlad dejin slovenskej literatury 
a_yzdelanosti, p. 14. 
  
lished the Church on their territory. They introduced a litur- 
gy and public worship in the language of the Slavs, and by 
preaching in the Slavic tongue won their way to the hearts of 
the heathen people. Constantine taught the Slavs the art of 
written speech, inventing an alphabet which consisted of 41 
letters. This alphabet is commonly referred to as the "“cyril- 
ika" - the Cyrillic alphabet, but there is some question as to 
whether it was not the "hlaholica" - the Old=Slavonic script, 
the former veing an adaptation of the latter by the disciples 
of Constantine and Methodius. These two missionaries also in- 
troduced a Slavic translation of the Bible, together with some 
religious books. 
But despite their success, they found themselves harassed 
by the German bishops, who resented the entry of the Eastern 
Church upon their territory. They were accused of heresy, and 
realized that only by attaching themselves to the Roman pope, 
they could continue undisturbed in their work. Therefore, upon 
invitation of pope Nicholas I in 867, they went to Rome, and up- 
on examination by pope Hadrian II, Nicholas having died while 
they were making the trip, they were ordained bishops. By this 
action the connection of the Western Slavs with the Western 
Church, with all its important political and cultural conse- 
quences, may be traced to these two missionaries. 
Constantine, because of illness, remained in Rome, took 
the name of Cyril and joined a monastery, where he died on 
February 14, 869. He is said to be buried in the Basilica 
of St. Clement in Rome.
  
6. 
Methodius now returned to Slovakia as an archbishop in 
871. Again the German bishops accused him of heresy and sus- 
pected his fidelity to the Roman pope and even imprisoned him 
for two years. Methodius vindicated himself in 879 before pope 
John VIII, who permitted him to continue the use of the Slavic 
liturgy. The intrigues of the German clergy, however, did not 
cease and rather embittered the last days of the good and brave 
Apostle of the Slavs. Methodius died on April 6, 885, and is 
buried in Velehrad. 
Thes period of the rubheren Reformation to the Synod of 
Zilina (Sillein, Szolna), 1610, which was the first attempt at 
the organization and supervision of the Slovak Evangelical 
Lutheran Church, finds the Slovaks under the domination of the 
Hungarians. When dealing with the history of the Slowks of 
this period, we deal primarily with the history of the north- 
western counties of pre-war Hungary (1918), which were the 
home of the majority of the Slovaks and which today are in- 
corporated in eastern Czechoslovakia. 
 
  
7 e . 
II. 
BEGINNINGS OF THE REFORMATION IN SLOVAKIA 
Slovakia early received reports of the reformatory efforts 
begun by Dr. Martin Luther, and she was well-prepared to 
receive such a movenent. The Hussites, followers of the 
reformer John Hus, because of persecttions in Bohemia, set- 
tled in this territory in the middle of the fifteenth century 
under the leadership of John Jiskra and promulgated the true 
Gospel of Christ and the teachings of their Czech reformer. 
Upon the request of Queen Elizabeth, widow of King Albert, 
the famous general, John Jiskra of Brandys, for nearly a quar- 
ter of a century (1440-1462) occupied and ruled Slovakia for 
her son, Ladislav Posthunus, the child-king. Zizka and priest 
Prokop the Bald invaded and for about seven years occupied 
Western Slovakia. They built churches, schools, printed reli- 
gious books and literature and had laid the groundwork for 
the beginnings of Luther's reformation by passing on to the 
Slovaks church rites, liturgies, ceremonies and religious 
songs in the Czech language.t1 The entire liturgy and hymnology 
of the present-day ‘Slovak Ev. Lutheran Church in Slovakia, as 
well as here in America, is still in the Czech language. Since 
the Reformation up to the present day the Slovak Lutherans 
have used the old Czech "Kralick&" translation of the Bible. 
We note the influence in Slovakia of Luther's reformatory 
  
    11. Belo MLein-Tesnoskalsky z dejin presovsk
ych 
evanielikoy, p- 6. A vata AP® MEMORIAL LIBRAR) 
SIMGORDIA SEMINARY 
TT, LORS, 12. 
  
movenent especially after June 1520 when the papal Bull Ex- 
surge Domine wes announced against Luther. The appearance of 
Luther's three great works of the Reformation during the lat- 
ter part of this year also had its influence. Directly as a 
result of the Leipzig Debate Luther published three small 
booklets which began a little war of pamphlets. The first 
of these, appearing in October, 1520, was "The Letter to the 
Christian Nobility of the German Nation" which was written 
to the laity and which was directed against what we today call 
sacerdotalism. About a month later he wrote "The Babylonian 
Captivity of the Church" in which he attacked the sacramental- 
ism of the Church, undermining the power of the pope by show- 
ing the people and the pope that they no longer had to fear 
the interdict of the ppope. The third, "The Freedom of a 
Christian Man" is a summary of Christian doctrine. As a re=- 
sult of these pamphlets the Catholic clergy had to publicly 
oppose Luther and thereby the laity was given an opportunity 
to consider whether they would follow Luther or Rome. 
News of his teachings, his writings, and his Bible were 
brought into Slovakia by traveling German merchants, members 
of the German army sent to fight against the Turk, German of- 
ficials in the king's court, and by many students from Slovak- 
ia attending the university of Wittenberg, who, upon their 
return and visits to their native soil, brought reports of 
the great religious upheaval in Germany. Among the first 
students at Wittenberg in 1522 from Slovakia were Baumheckel
  
9. 
from Banska Bystrica and Martin Cyriak from Levoca.-* Be= 
tween the years 1522-1564 two-hundred Slovak students!© of 
theology were registered at wittenberg alone.!4 Among the 
more noted ones who studied in Wittenberg under Luther were 
Devaj, Quendel, Stoeckel, Andrew Fischer, Leutscher, Bogner, 
Transylvanus, Radan, Siklosy and Kopac zy 2° Lutheranism 
first appeared in the mountain towns of Slovakia. Already 
in 1529-1530 the pure Gospel was being preached in the min- 
ing towns of Slowkia./® Probably the firs to preach in 
favor of the Reformation, about the year 1520, was Thomas 
Preussner of KeZmarok, who is said to have publicly announced 
his agreement with the teachings of Luther. 
The opposing factions in Slovakia were the higher 
clergy and the lesser nobility pitted against the followers 
of Luther, the lower clergy, the higher nobility, and the 
inhabitants of the cities. The former wanted control of the 
country, were opposed to foreign rule and domination and 
feared the onslaughts of the Turk. The latter wanted reform 
in the Church, which was attempting to control the political 
and economical reins of the country. 
Protestantism was accepted variously by the nationali- 
  
12. Jan Kvacala, Dejiny Reformacie na Slovensku, p. 45. 
13. Johannes Borbis in his Die evangelisch-luterische 
Kirche Ungarns in note on page 6 mentions 250 students, but 
undoubtedly he includes in this figure also students of Hun- 
garian Seer ee coke 
14. Janko Cajak, Dejepis Slovdkov, pe 61. 
15. J. Mclintock and James Strong, Cyclopaedia of Bib- 
lical,. Theotonigal and Ecclesiastical Literature, Vol. IV., 
16. Otto Skrovina, Z_historie turcianskeho evan]. 





ties of Hungary. The German and Slovak inhabitants accepted 
the teachings of Luther. The Hungarians, especially later, 
mainly followed Calvinism. Undoubtedly, because the work of 
Luther was of German origin, the Reformation found acceptance 
first in the German cities of Hungary. 
Credit for the early success of the Reformation in Slo- 
vakia must be given also to Count George Brandenburg, who 
was a personal friend of Luther and the teacher of King Louis 
II, ruler of Slovakia from 1516-1526. Queen Maria, sister 
of Emperor Charles V and of King Ferdinand I, ruler of Slo- 
vakia, 1526-1564, even communicated personally with Luther 
and publicly gave evidence of her sympathy with the Refor- 
mation movement.!” she is called the first "Patron of the 
Evangelicals of Hungary. nl8 On her estates at Bansk& Bystri- 
Ca, Stiavnica, and Kremnica men regularly preached in the 
spirit of Luther. 
Under the protection of George of Brandenburg and Maria, 
who openly sided with the new faith, John Cordat (Cordatus) 
of Hranic, Moravia, and John Henckel of Levota, confessor of 
Maria, carried on their work.19 John Cordat studied at wit- 
tenberg and for his evangelical preaching the primate of Os- 
trihom (Gran) jailed him for three-quarters of a year. Queen 
Maria used her influence to have him freed. John Henckel was 
the successor of Cordat as court preacher of Buda. However, 
17. Julius Bodnar, Dejepis cirkyi krestanskej, pe 71. 
18. Kvacala cit. De e A 





he was more inclined toward the teachings of Erasmus. He was 
present at the Diet of Augsburg in 1530. 
Others mentioned in history as outstanding supporters 
and promulgators of the Reformation in Sloukia are Leonard 
Stoeckel (StSckel) and Michael Radusin who worked in Saris 
-- Stoeckel among the Germans, Radusin among the Slow ks; 
Nikodem Sartorius and George Lovéan in the mining towns; 
Andrew Jakobei and Stanislav Mokosius (Makosinus) in Liptov; 
Bartholomew Bogner in Spis, John Horak (Silvan) of Nitra, a 
Composer of religious hymns; 7° John Zeisel, GaSpar Kolarik, 
John Sindler, Paul of Hunisov, George Bohemus, Jaroslav Ur- 
banovic, Anton Philadelphi, Basilius Modonius, Michael Mar= 
cellus and A. Fischer.“2 The lest man worked chiefly among 
the Germens. 
Among the main cities which in the 30's and 40's of the 
sixteenth century became the fortresses of Lutheranism were 
Trenedn, Zilina, Trneva (Tyrnau, Nagy-Szombst), KoSice, Pre- 
Sov, Bardiov, known as the Wittenberg of Slovakia, Banovce, 
and Levota.-* In the 50's Bratislava and Sopron, the latter 
now in Hungary, became Lutheran fortresses in Western Slovakia, 
and Tisa and Debrecfn in Eastern Slovakia. 
One of the main reasons why the Reformation spread so 
rapidly in Slowkia was that the adherents of Lutheranism 
Saw a great need for parochial school education as the life- 
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line of the church and therefore immediately established 
Schools where churches were founded. Latin and the mother- 
tongue were teught in these schools. An interesting fact 
to note is thet when the Catholics saw the results of 
these parochial schools, they began establishing their own. 
Already in the sixteenth century there were 121 Protestant 
and 34 Catholic schools in Slovakia and Sedmohrad (Zahor). 
The first schools were in Banovce, Trencin, Tieva, Mosovce, 
and Prievidza. The following schools overshadowed all 
others: Bratislave, Ben, Benské Bystrica, Stiavnice, Pre=- 
Sov, Bardiov, Kosice and Levocae-° 
The Lutherans early began to edit books and religious 
works for the enlightenment of the people. At the begin- 
ning of the seventeenth century there were 21 printeries 
in Slovakia. Most important of the printeries were found 
in Bardiov, Ban, Banska Bystrica, Levoca, KoBice, Presov, 
v 
Hlohovec, Skalica, Komjatice and Sintava (Sempte).“* 
  
v 
23. Jozef Koren, ,.Dejepis, pe 95- 
y 






THE REFORMATION UNDER LOUIS II (1516-1526) 
During the reign of the Jagellon Dynasty the lot of the 
common people became worse, almost unbearable, and as a re- 
sult there were many uprisings emong the lower masses. Mor- 
als were on the downgrade, so that the Turk was able to 
vanquish Slovakia without much effort. 
Vladislav Jageloveky II (1490-1516), of the Jagellion 
Dynasty, was succeeded by his ten-year old son, Louis II, 
as King of Bohemia and Hungary. The reign of this child- 
king is summed up in two catastrophies: the loss of Belgrade 
(1521) and the defeat at Mohac (Mohacs) in 1526. Louis was 
married in his cradle; he at the age of 10% and his Queen, 
Maria, 11, and as a ruler was corrupt and dissolute, incap- 
able of governing. Conditions in his realm were not hearten- 
ing. The finances of his kingdom were in great disorder, 
the leaders in the realm were quarreling over the remnants 
of sovereignty still left, and the Turk wes lurking at the 
borders, 25 
During this period popes Hadrian VI (1522) and Clement 
VII (1523) occupied the Vatican throne. It was during the 
reign of Louis II that Sakmary (Satimary), the archbishop 
of Ostrihom, ordered the papal bull, Exsurge Domine, of 
  




pope Leo X against Luther and his followers to be read in 
all the churches in Slovakie.“° But this was of little 
value, for entire villages and cities continued to turn to 
the pure teaching of Luther. 
The first Evangelical?" Church in the city of Nove Mes- 
to nad Vahom in the county of Nitra was founded in 1522. 
Together with Nove Mesto, Bardiov is mentioned as one of the 
earliest cities to accept the Lutheran teaching - a church 
being established there in 1522.28 in the same year Banske 
Bystrica asked for the services of the Lutheran pastor Si- 
mon Bernhardt.”? In a short period of time congregations 
were founded in Gachtice, Vrbove, Kostolany, Stard Tura, 
Bzince, Sobotiste, and Senica.°° 
To offset this rapid growth, the papal legate, Cajetan, 
in 1523, instigated King Louis to issue the horrible edict 
of April 24 at the Council of Buda that all Lutherans in the 
country and their protectors, as well as all heretics and 
enemies of the "Blessed Virgin Mary", be deprived of their 
property and be put to death, either by the ecclesiastical 
courts or by the civil authorities.°+ In 1524 the Council 
renewed its edict of 1523. Shortly thereafter archbishop 
Ladislav Szalkay issued this edict, in his own name, against 
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the inhabitants of Sopron. A similar law, that the Luther- 
anis be hunted out and burned to death, was passed at the 
Diet of Rakos in 1525.52 
These laws of 1523, 1524, and 1525, were not carried 
out too intensively, for the Turk was lurking at the very 
door of Hungary. Also, internal national intrigues tended 
at times to cool the royal feelings toward the Roman Church. 
When pope Clement VII in 1525 joined the movement against 
the Emperor Charles V, Queen Maria did not exactly appre- 
clate this move. She is said to have openly stated that if 
Rome would continue along these lines, the royal family 
would join the Lutheran movement .°° Unfortunately, this 
move on the part of the royal family never took place. 
History does, however, record the martyrdom of the Slo- 
vak, Juraj (Georg), a bookmerchant of Buda, in 1524.54 
Two other bookmerchants were burned during this period at 
the border of Hungary and Germany. 25 
By 1521 the Turk had entered Belgrade and was gradually 
entering upon the soil of Hungary. Louis began to look for 
aid. In 1522 papal courier Thomas de Vio came with 50,000 
ducats which Louis had petitioned from pope Leo X. His 
successor, Hadrian VII, sent an abundance of grain. On Febru- 
ary 4, 1524, Louis wrote to pope Clement VII from Bratisla- 
va esking again for the pope's aia.°° However, the Turk 
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was looking for an excuse to declare war upon the Hungarian 
Impire. In 1526 war was declared upon the pretext of the 
Turk that his ambassador had been insulted by the Hungari- 
ans - that he had been arrested as a spy. This war was to 
last until 1532. 
War was declared, but Hungary was unprepared for it. 
No one here was worried about the defense of the country. 
However, as the Turk approached closer to the borders, Louis 
hurriedly gathered what he could into a small army. But 
what were his 25,000 soldiers compared to the Turk's 300,000 
with 300 cannon?”” The Hungarian forces, so hastily gather- 
ed together and so pitiful in their appearance that the 
Sultan could not believe they constituted the national ar- 
my, were defeated on August 24, 1526, in the battle at 
: Mohae 08 
King Louis, in attempting to escape, was thrown from 
his horse and drowned in the swamp-river Cele at the age of 
only twenty. Besides the king, 20,000 soldiers, 500 land- 
lords, 28 barons, and 7 bishops were left lying on the field. 
More than 100,000 innocent people were taken captive and 
an enormous amount of loot was confiscated by the Turk. °? 
The independent existence of Hungary ended at Mohdc. The 
line of independent kings of Hungary became extinct by the 
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death of Louis II. 
The defeat at mond’ at tthe hands of the Turk was a 
blessing for the Reformation in Slovakia. The chief Cath- 
olic opponents of Lutheranism were left lying on the battle- 
field, and the large estates of the fallen bishops were 
then taken over by the Protestant lords. Upon the death of 
Louis II the Turk took control of the central part of the 
country, and as long as the taxes were forthcoming, he did 
not meddle into the religious affairs of the conquered. : 
The political situation which arose after Louis! death -- 
the coyjntry finding itself with two crowned heads and bloody 
battles over the throne -=- aided the Reformation in Slovakia. 
No time was found for the enforcement of the edicts of 1523 
and 1525. Greater importance was placed on the political field 
of events. Religious differences were temporarily forgotten, 
for each wanted to have in his good graces the Protestant 
cities. Whoever held the majority of the cities in his favor, 
he also was financially and politically ahead in the battle 
for the throne. 
The papal curia, because of personal whims and tenden- 
cies toward political and economical patronage, was in no 
special hurry to fill the vacant bishoprics caused by the 
defeat at Mohac. 
The political decline of Hungary in the reign or Louis 
II was accompanied by the decline of its religious life. 
The secular lords grew more and more daring in their 





sank steadily, Therefore, already in the first half of 
the sixteenth century the weakened condition of the Roman 
Church in Slovakia offered a favorable opportunity to the 
Lutheran Reformation. The Lutheran religion gained adherents 
and followers especially in the cities where the bishops 
had been obliged to give the manggement of ecclesiastical 
affairs to laymen. Owing to the laws of 1523, 1524, and 
1525, Lutheranism did not gain very much headway in Slo- 
vakia before 1526. However, in the confusion which follow- 
ed the death of Louis II, Lutheranism steadily began to 






FERDINAND I AND THE REFORMATION (1526-1564) 
With the sudden death of Louis II, who left no heir, 
both thrones, the Czech and Hungarian, were now vacant. 
Louis' wife, Mary, archduchess of Austria, was unwilling to 
enter the field as competitor for the crown and handed over 
her role to her brother, Ferdinand I of Austria. Archduke 
Ferdinand made claims to both thrones, saying that he ac= 
quired this right to the crowns of Bohemia and Hungary by 
his marriage with Anne, sister of the late Louis II and daugh- 
ter of Vladislav Jagelovsky II. In Bohenia, at first, the 
nobility would not recognize his claim. The archduke made 
various promises to the nobles and also agreed upon a popu- 
lar vote which turned in his favor because of the impending 
danger from the Turk. 
In Hungary he fared worse. John Zapolya (zapolaky), a 
Croatian by birth and duke of Transylvania, whose family had 
amassed large estatés, also laid claim to the throne. He 
had many supporters in this territory, and even pope Clement 
VII wished him success, for Zapolya was known to be an op= 
ponent of the Lutherans. To assure himself of the throne, 
Zapolya also proposed marriage to the Widow-Queen Mary. She, 
however, rejected his proposal. Both men had themselves 
Crowned. On November 11, 1526, Zapolya was crowned, but this 
was contested on December 26, 1526. Civil war broke out.
  
20. 
To win the favor of the Roman Church Zapolya persecuted the 
Protestants, but in order not to arouse their complete dis- 
pleasure, he did it only sparingly and then ceased alto- 
gether. *9 Ferdinand also counted on the support of the Pro- 
testants and so hesitated to persecute them. 
However, both Ferdinand and Zapolya remained enemies 
of the Reformation. But their enmity aided rather than im- 
peded the progress of the Reformation. Many times these 
two rulers issued contradictory edicts in regard to churches 
in various parts of the country, and these only tended to 
spread confusion in Catholic Church circles. These acts of 
confusion and their settlement drew upon the ability and time 
of the clergy which otherwise could have been directed toward 
the persecution of the Lutherans.“ 
Under the pretext of siding with one or the other of 
the rivals, unscrupulous adventurers of every sort oppressed 
and took advantage of the peasants from one end of the coun- 
try to the other. Violence and robbery were every-day 
occurrences. *” 
The danger impending from the Turk began to darken the 
horizon. On August 22, 1528, Ferdinand issued an open let- 
ter to entire Christendom, calling on it for aid and support 
against the Turk, who was threatening the very existence of 
Christendom on the continent .*° Ferdinand also called upon 
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Germany for assistance, but his brother, Emperor Charles V, 
was himself engrossed at the time with Luther and his fol- 
  
lowers at the Diet of Spires. Meanwhile, Ferdinand's troops 
eventually pursued Zapolya to Poland. Receiving no encour- 
agement or aid from his father-in-law, the king of Poland, 
Zapolya petitioned the Turk to come to his aid. Nothing 
could have pleased the Turk more, and on February 28, 1528, 
Zapolya received a written guarantee of the Sultan's aia. *4 
For thus betraying Christendom pope Clement VII exconmmuni- 
cated Zapolya from the Catholic Church on December 21, 1532.*° 
In 1533 the successor to Clement VII, pope Paul IIT,. 
advised both Ferdinand and Zapolya to make a treaty and 
join in the war against the Turk, if the Turk would threaten 
Hungary. Both men refused to heed the advice of the pepe.* 
During one of the lulls in the war against the Turk, in 
1538, Ferdinand and Zapolya reached a compromise on the divi- 
sion of the Hungerian land not yet in possession of the Turk. 
One-third of the country, the sector adjoining Austria, was 
to go to Ferdinand. The remaining two-thirds, the chief 
part of which was the principality of Transylvania, together 
with the title of King of Hungary, was to be kept by Zapolya.*” 
The Turk again proceeded with his war and marched into 
Ostrihom and Buda in 1541 and moved unopposed to the walls 
of Vienna. "It seems he did not dare do this immediately 
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efter Mohac"*® in 1526. Buda remained the seat of a Turkish 
pasha until 1686. | 
Meanwhile, John Zapolya died in 1540, leaving a two- 
week old son. The Turk now took matters into his hands. He 
divided Hungary into three parts: Eastern, so-called Sed- 
  
mohrad, went to the infant son of Zapolya, John Sigismund, 
who under regents served as a vassal of the Turks South-Cen- 
  
tral, where the majority of the Hungarians lived, he kept 
for himself; Northern, which is the Slovakia of today, and 
@ narrow strip in the west, he left to Ferdinand as King of 
Hungary for a yearly payment of 30,000 ducats. This division 
lasted for 145 years.*? Bratislava became the center of Hun- 
gary, which was left to Ferdinand, and Trnava again became 
the seat of the archbishop. 
The Turk ruled over part of what is now southern Slo- 
vakias the entire county of Novohrad and Hont, and southern 
sectors of the counties of Gemer, Zvolen, Tekov, Nitra, and 
Bratislava. The vanquished peoples suffered under the rule 
of the Turk. Instead of money, the Turkish soldiers re- 
ceived remunerations in the form of land and with this land 
the people who lived on it and whom they mistreated. They 
helped themselves to the cattle and the fruit of the harvest 
according to will and massacred those who resisted. Fre- 
quently they invaded and raided the non-Turkish sectors of 
southern Slovakia, taking captive the Slovaks and selling 
then as slaves in the open market-place. Young boys who 
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were captured were trained into fearless warriors known as 
the Janisaries, who later fought more fearlessly against 
their own flesh and blood than did the Turk. °° The German 
soldiers, hired to fight the Turk, moved about in this ter- 
ritory also. These were more cruel towards the population 
than they were toward the Turk. 5+ 
In what was left of the country after the Turkish con- 
quest the Hapsburg monarch ruled, surrounded by foreign coun- 
selors. And during all this period the landlords treated 
their serfs like cattle. 
The main outcome of the triple political division of 
Hungary was the almost complete disappearance of public or= 
der and of a systematic conduct of national affairs; another 
was the evident decline of Catholicism and the rapid advance 
of Lutheranism. The growth of Lutheranism was encouraged 
by the existing unsettled political conditions in Hungary; 
the quarrels over the succession, with the accompanying civ- 
il war; the lack of a properly educated Catholic clergy; the 
transfer of a large amount of church land to the laity; and 
the claims made upon the Catholic episcopal domains by both 
aspirants 4 the throne. 
In the wars with the Turk which, with pauses, lasted 
to 1562, the lands of Slovakia bore the main roles and were 
the shield of western Christian civilization against the 
onslaughts of the Turk. The Turk did not cease to plunder 
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Slovakia so that the Slovaks, during the reign of the Haps- 
burgs, gave not only monetary support, but sacrificed also 
their lives, for they formed the core of the Christian army 
in all the battles against the Turk. Georgius Simmiensis, 
@ contemporary historian, writes that one-third of the Hun- 
garian forces consisted of Sloveks.° In fact, the commander- 
in-chief of these forces was a Slovak Evangelical, Peter 
Perényi (Perin). Peter Perényi, who was the defender of the 
crown, and his friend, Alex Thurzo, confidant of Ferdinand, 
were among the first of the nobility to be brought to the 
side of the Lutherans. Perdnyi founded a school and insti- 
tuted Protestantism on his estates. Both of these men dis- 
appear from the historical field in 1542.°° 
Ferdinand I was raised as a Strict Catholic who zealous- 
ly supported the Jesuits. He brought then with him to Praha 
in Bohemia and Trnava in Slovakia to defend Catholicism a- 
gainst the Hussites, Protestants, and Bohemian Brethren. In 
Trnave, as well as in Praha, they established institutions 
of theology and philosophy.°* 
It was the aim of Ferdinand I to create one grand Ger- 
man state, an absolute kingdom. In order to attain this 
goal, in which he was unsuccessful, he encroached upon the 
rights and privileges of the landlords and barons and opposed 
religious freedom, °° How absolutely he did reign can be 
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seen from the fact that he was crowned as a poor man with- 
out power and died a rich monerch, an absolute ruler who had 
united the kingdoms of Bohemia, Hungary and the lands of 
Austria, and who had impoverished the nation. 
During the reign of Ferdinand I, there are two outstand- 
ing Slovak martyrs, who fell victim to the anti-Lutheran 
laws of 1523 and 1525. Teacher Gregori and pastor Philip 
Nikolei, both of Zvolen, were burned to death in 1527.06 
Philip Nikolai was a pastor in Lubi etov in the county of 
Zvolen. Teacher Gregori was his assistant. The local min- 
ers threatened to revolt unless they received the remunera- 
tion which was due them. An army was sent to quiet them and 
some of the miners were seized and taken before the director 
of mines, who was a staunch Catholic. This director persuad- 
ed the miners to accuse Nikolei and Gregori of the uprising, 
and this in turn was announced to John Zapolya. 
Zapolya sent his agents to bring Nikolai and Gregori 
before him. Upon the refusal of the villagers to give them 
up, the soldiers seized Gregori and six of the miners, put- 
ting them in irons. The Catholic priests tried to persuade 
Gregori to recant his faithe For refusing to do so he was 
burned at the stake on August 22, 1527. 
In the meantime, fellow-citizens came to intercede for 
the six miners seized with Gregori. The Catholic priests 
promised to release them if the hiding-place of Nikolei were 
  






revealed, promising Nikolai safe conduct to Zapolya. How- 
ever, they changed their minds about the safe conduct after 
they had brought him to the city of Dobroniva. Upon Niko- 
lai's refusal to recant his teachings, they pierced him with 
a dagger and threw his corpse into a fire. This took place 
on August 24, 1527, only two days after the death of his 
assistant, Gregori.°” 
The hierarchy of the Roman Church in Hungary opposed 
the spread of Protestantism in every way possible. Already 
in April, 1530, archbishop Varday wrote to the mining towns 
in Slovakia to beware of Luther's errors and heresies, send- 
ing a commissioner to investigate the conditions prevailing 
in these towns. In his letter he emphesized the fact that 
the Roman Church holds solely to the teaching of the Word 
of God and the teachings of Christ, but as taught by the 
ancient fathers who are acknowledged by the Church. He con- 
tinues that the Church condemns heresy and sycophants, among 
whom he mentions the Hussites, Anabaptists and Oecolampadg@ius. 
He commands that 1) the priests lead a celibate life, not 
touching womens; 2) honor be given to the saints; 3) faith 
alone is not sufficient, deeds are also necessary, for sal- 
vation; 4) -fasting is obligatorys 5) church holidays must be 
observed; 6) people must go to confession and do penance at 
least once a year; 7) prayers and rites must not be shorten- 
ed. 58 The teachings of Luther must have taken hold in these 
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districts, if it became necessary for an archbishop to empha- 
size the rules of the Church. However, these towns, in their 
reply to the archbishop, claimed that violations of the type 
mentioned in his letter were not in existence in their midst. 
But as the majority of the towns, nearly the entire no- 
bility, and many of the most powerful magnates became favor- 
able to the Reformation, the persecution of Protestantism 
began to subside. Many of the priests themselves joined the 
Reformation with their entire flocks. Several bishops as 
Kechery of Veszprim, Thurzo of Nitra, and Andrew Dudith, who 
had attended the Council of Trent, openly became Protestant .°? 
In other instances the congregations waited until the death 
of their Catholic priest and then called a Lutheran successor. 
And although Ferdinand I was raised as a strict Catholic, at 
times it appears that he, too, favored the Protestants, for 
he permitted the election of a patron of the Reformation, 
Thomas Naddasdy, as palatine of Hungary. 
Around 1530 the demand for Lutheran preachers and Slo- 
vak theological students was so great that, because of a 
lack of sufficient students at Wittenberg, the churchés in 
Slovekia turned for aid to Silesia, Moravia and elsewhere.©° 
In 1530 important work for the Protestant cause was 
carried out in the Slovak counties of Orava and Trenein by 
Nicholas Kostka, wealthy landowner, captain of Orava and 
proprietor of castles Rajec, Lietava, and others. His fore- 
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fathers hed been Hussites. At first his allegiance was to 
Zaepolya but soon he joined the ranks of Ferdinand. The bas- 
tion of his Lietava castle still bears the words, "The Word 
of the Lord endureth forever", engraved at his command. Be- 
cause of his stand against the Catholic hierarchy, he was 
called "depopulator et tyramnus cleri" of Orava and spis.°2 
On September 30, 1531, the king himself sent an order 
from Spires that both ministers in Kobéice, the German pzs- 
tor as well as Matej Bird Devaj, be punished for their anti- 
Roman preaching. He threatened with loss of life and pro- 
perty those who would grant then protection. 
Matej Biré Devaj (Divinsky) was one of the earliest 
outstanding sowers of Lutheran doctrine in Slovakia. He is 
often given the title of “"Lutherus Ungaricus", ©” the Luther 
of Hungary. But actually he is not worthy of the name, for 
later he taught Calvinism. He bears the name Divinsky be=- 
cause he came from a town of that name situated in either 
the county of Hunyad or Novohrad. In 1523 and 1524, at the 
age of about twenty-three, we find him registered as a stu- 
dent of theology at the University of Cracow. Shortly 
thereafter he became a Catholic monk and was an outstanding 
Roman priest. 
He began to take interest in the work of Luther, and 
in 1529 we find him sitting at the feet of the reformers in 
Wittenberg. Returning to his native land, he fought for 
the cause of the Reformation. He began his reformatory work 
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in Buda and spread the teachings of Luther by preaching and 
writing. Two of his writings were Rudimenta salutis (1531) 
where he compiled the main thoughts of Luther in fifty-four 
articles, and De dormitione sanctorum, where he condemns 
the practice of calling upon the saints, who not knowing ae 
cannot help us. 
In 1531 he was called to KoSice and here began to taste 
the persecutions of the Roman Church. Bishop Thomas Szala- 
hazi, upon orders from King Ferdinand, had him imprisoned 
for two years. He was accused of 27 points, three of which 
were that he 1) does not believe in the seven sacraments, 
2) preaches that the blessed Virgin was a sinner, and 3) de- 
nies that the Catholic Church is e clmrch. However, when 
the time came to condemn him, Ferdinand set him at liberty. 
Devaj returned to Buda, where he was seized by Zapolya 
and imprisoned in the castle prison. Again he was set free. 
In 1534 he went to Sarvar to one of the estates of Thomas 
Nadasdy, where he again began to preach and write. In 1556 
we agin find him in Wittenberg whence he returned in 1537 
to the estates of Nddasdy with a letter of recommendation 
from Melanchthon. Nadasdy established a printery for hin. 
In 1541, when the Turk entered Sarvar, Devaj again fled to 
Wittenberg. Little is known of Devaj after this period, ex- 
cept that we hear of him in 1544 preaching Calvinism in De- 
brec{n. In vain did Luther and other friends caution and 
admonish him. He remained a Calvinist. When and where he 
 
63. Kwvacala, op. cit., footnote on p. 55. 
  
50. 
died we do not know. But it is certain that in 1547 he was 
no longer emong the living. His body is said to be buried 
in Debrec{n. ©
The most active reformer in Eastern Slovakia during this 
period was the leeder of the Protestants of Bardiov and ad- 
ministrator of schools, the Rev. Leonard Stoeckel. On the 
basis of the Augsburg Confession he wrote a new confession 
which was subscribed to by the five royal free cities of Ko- 
Bice, Sabinov, Pregov, Levoca and Bardiov, and for that rea- 
80m called the Confession of Five Cities or Pentapolitana.©5 
This Pentapolitana, based upon the Augsburg Confession, and 
worked out in the conciliatory style of Melanchthon, was 
presented to King Ferdinand in 1549, and was approved and 
confirmed not only by him, but also by the primate Nicholas 
Olah (Oldhus). It was printed in KoSice in 1613.°° 
In Presov, already in 1531, we find that when priests 
Anton and Bartolomej accepted the Protestant faith, the en- 
tire city changed from Catholicism to Protestantism. Anton, 
also known as Antonius Transilvanus, became a minister to 
the Germans; Bartolomej, to the Slovaks. In the archives of 
the city of Presov a Slovak minister, Laurentius, is men- 
tioned as early as 1538.97 
It is interesting to note that during this period the 
first New Testament in the Magyar language - the first book 
ever printed in Hungary - was published by Erdoesy in 1541. 
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Entire families became patrons and defenders of the Pro- 
testant cause in Slovakia. Among the more outstanding were 
the families of Révay, Thurzo, Radvan, Dubrav, Benic, Perényi, 
and the Balasses of Tren¢{n and Nitra. The Revays of Turec 
owned large estates and held firmly to the axiom "cuius re- 
gio, ejus religio". On record is a letter dated August 4, 
1539, which Frano Revay received from Luther, clarifying 
for him the doctrine of the Lord's Supper. °8 
Among the outstanding Protestant individuals of this 
period are Lazar Schwendi and John Rueber, leaders of the 
Buperor's armies; Gaspar Dragfy (Drakfi) of Eastern Slovakia, 
under whose protection the Evangelical Synod of Erdéd (1545) 
was held; Thomas NAdasdy, the richest magnate of Hungary and 
later palatine; Peter Révay, Alex Thurzo and Peter Perényi, 
all three confidants of King Ferdinand; Fr. Nyary, who labor- 
ed in Turec and Frano Dersfy in Saris.°9 
Even the Roman Catholics saw the need for and awaited the 
correction of the Church. The Catholic rulers urged the 
pope to call a council for the purpose of correcting the evil 
in the Church. In 1545 a Council, which lasted, with inter- 
ruptions, for eighteen years, was called to the city of Trent. 
Ferdinand sent three Hungarian bishops to this Council to 
ask for the Lutherans that they be allowed to celebrate the 
Lord's Supper under both species and that the priests be per- 
mitted to enter holy wedlock. Although the latter request, 
which was repeated in 1565 by Maximil\ian mz, 7° was not grant- 
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ed, some of the lower clergy and bishops married, and when 
reprimanded, many left the Church rather than their wives. 
The pope granted, for a time, the celebration of the Lord's 
Supper under both kinds, but d&his did not bring back the 
Lutherans to the Roman Church. 7+ 
The firmer establistment of Lutheranism in Slovakia was 
also aided by the fact that many of the leading Lutheran cit- 
izens frequently met with their spiritual leaders. At these 
meetings or assemblies various confessions were discussed, 
errors were analyzed, land church disciplinary methods and 
rites were established. In this manner they strerthened 
themselves in faith and unity of spirit. The first such as- 
sembly was held in Erdéd in 1545, where twenty-nine ministers 
met in synod and adopted twelve articles of faith in agree- 
ment with the Unaltered Augsburg Confession and organized 
the Lutheran Church. Another such assembly was called in 
1546 to Presov, where again the Augsburg Confession was ac- 
cepted as embodying the true teaching of the Word of Goa. 72 
Already in 1550 at a pastoral conference southwest of 
Kosice the Lutherans discussed organizational questions such 
as the office and power of superintendents. At a later meet- 
ing in 1552 in Berehove important confessional questions came 
up for discussion. /° 
Conditions for the Roman Church became so bad that in 
/ 
1559 the archbishop of Transylvania, Nicholas Olah, founded a 
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seminary at Trnava and put the Jesuits in charge of it. /4 
Olah performed the solemn obsequies over Ferdinand I in 1563 
and c rowned Maximil\ian King of Hungary. As chancellor and 
confidant of Ferdinand I, he possessed much political in- 
fluence, which he exercised in the special interests of the 
Catholic religion. /° Roman historians consider Ol¢h the de- 
fender of the Roman Catholic Church in Hungary. 76 However, 
the death of Ferdinand I put an end for a time to the efforts 
for reform in the Roman Church. 
We observe that during Ferdinand's reign, Lutheranism 
advanced virtually unchecked in Slovakia, nor was it till a 
few years after his death that a successful effort was made 
in Slovakia by the Catholic Reaction to arrest Lutheranism. 
Evangelical churches, still existing in Slovakia to- 
day, were built in Turciansky Sv. Martin in 1544, vritky in 
1559, and Slovenské Pravno in 1560.°” 
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THE REFORMATION DURING THE REIGN OF MAXIMILIAN II 
(1564-1576 ) 
Maximil\ian II, born in Vienna, raised in Spain, the 
oldest son of Ferdinand I and who had married Maria, the daugh- 
ter of Emperor Charles V, came to the throne in 1564, but 
proved as impotent a ruler in Hungary as his father had been. 
The pasha of Buda held the reins over the greater part of 
Hungary, and John Sigismund, son of John Zapolya, continued 
as vassal of the Turk in Transylvania. The sectarian spirit 
had also found its course into this land of blood. Consider-" 
able bodies of Calvinists, besides a smaller number of Ana- 
baptists and Socinians had taken root. Among the Magyars, 
Calvinism obtained the ascendency over Lutheranism when in 
1557 at the Synod of Czenger the Reformed Church was organ- 
ized, and in 1566 all the Hungerian Reformed Churches signed 
the Helvetic Confession. 
The war with the Turk continued. Two years after as- 
cending the throne, MaximilNian, encouraged by subsidies re- 
ceived from his German subjects, reopened hostilities against 
the Turk and against Sigismund. The Turk invaded the land, 
but wes stopped at the fortress of Sihot (Szigeth) by a small 
garrison of about 1,500 men under the heroic leadership of 
Nicholas zriny (zrini). For almost 30 days Zriny resisted 




on September 7, 1566, perished, to a man, without surrender- 
ing. Soliman, hearing that he lost 20,000 men during this 
seige, died of apoplexy. /® Maximil\ian then signed a peace 
with Selim II, son of Soliman and, like his father, had to 
pay a yearly tribute of 30,000 ducats. 
Shortly after this war, John Sigismund, the rival of 
Maximil\ian, suddenly died and all his territories and pos- 
sessions in Hungary reverted to Maximilian. 
Maximil\ian II was a man of unstable character, of whom 
it is claimed that, because of his religious indifference to 
the Roman Church, he was a secret Protestant. For that rea- 
s0n, immediately at the beginning of his reign, the Protes- 
tants hoped that he would take the lead among them and up- 
hold religious freedom. 
However, they came in for some disappointments. Maxi- 
mil\ian included the "influence of the planets" in his max- 
ims of government. He was an ardent student of the art of 
star-gazing and had an astrologer for his private secretary. ’? 
He was both a shrewd and calculating Hapsburg who, from fear 
of losing his Spanish inheritance, which his royal line 
could have inherited upon the extinction of the Spanish 
Hapsburgs, did not openly take his position et the head of 
the Reformation, but neither did he persecute other faiths. 
In so far as his royal authority extended, Protestantism was 
allowed to advance unhindered. Verbally he sanctioned reli- 
gious freedom but did not hinder the Jesuits in their de- 
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Yet, he tried to gain the Protestants by wise con- 
cessions. He even allowed them to administer the Lord's 
Supper under both species. During his reign there were about 
2000 Evangelical congregations under his domain. 8° Thus 
they found time to develop their Church constitutions, to hold 
assemblies and synods, and to regulate and control their 
church and school affairs under the protection of the Evangel- 
ical magnates. <A large majority of the inhabitants be- 
longed to the Lutheran faith. Only three magnates continued 
to be Roman Catholic. Santo, a Jesuit historian, has record- 
ed of his reign, "In 1559 only three Roman Catholic magnates 
ee e » Of the nobility hardly any Roman Catholics. "81 Be- 
sides the Ostrihom archbishop and the Vasov archbishop there 
were no higher Roman Catholic dignitaries in the country. 
In the county of Nitra alone there were 150 Lutheran church- 
es. 0° There is no doubt that probably Protestantism would 
have forever establiGhed its ascendency had not the Luther- 
ans and the Calvinists hated each other, so that the picture 
given us is that they hated each other more than: perhaps 
other religious denominations. 
Since with the spread of the Reformation the Roman Cath- 
olic Church was lesing ground and prestige in Hungary, she 
began to focus more attention on the persecution of the Evan- 
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in supressing the Reformation. But since they themselves 
were on the whole morally corrupt, they were of little velue 
to the Roman Church, and the better ones of the Order turned 
to the Evangelical faith.8> 
MaximilNian also failed them. From 1554 his court-preach- 
er was John Sebastian Pfauser, a married priest who showed 
his hatred for the Jesuits and did not hide his concessions 
to the Lutheran doctrines.°4 Maximil\ien's failure to fill 
the archiepiscopal See of Ostrihom, which fell vacant in 1573, 
caused a further decline of the Catholic religion; nor did 
his successor, Rudolph II, fill the vacancy until sonektine 
after ascending the throne.&° 
The pesition of the Evangelicals was not helped by the 
split in their ranks in 1567 when the Hungarians organized 
the Reformed Church in Hungary. Up to this time those who 
adhered to the teaching of Calvin hid under the name of Evan- 
gelicels, but from the year 1558 they began to openly sepa- 
rate themselves from the Lutherans and in 1567 finally or- 
ganized the Reformed Church in Hungary. They accepted ‘the 
teachings of Calvin, Calvin's Catechism, substituted peed 
for wafers at the Lord's Supper, confessed absolute election 
to salvation, and dropped the vow at marriages .©° 
During this period, Evangelical churches, still existing 
today, were built in Piargy (1566), MoSovce (1570), Ivan- 
tind (1570) and Sudany (1570).°” 
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THE REFORMATION UNDER RUDOLPH II (1576-1611) AND 
MATTHIAS (1608-1619) 
Rudolph II, born in Vienna on July 18, 1552, was the son 
of MaximilNian II. He, too, was a weak ruler, untrustworthy, 
and at times floundered in the spiritual fog which was an in- 
herited disease of the Hapsburgse For that reason he could 
not cope with religious anarchy. He had not the ability for 
it, nor the time, nor the will. He was raised up by a Span- 
ish mother, receiving his education in Madrid at the Jesu- 
itical court of Philip II, and for that reason favored the 
Catholics. Growing up under the influence of a superstitious 
and intolerant spirit, at an early age he gave his promise 
thet, in whatever. way possible, he would make Catholicism 
‘the ruling faith in his empire.°% 
He preferred to spend the greater part of his time with 
the arts and sciences, and with astrology and alchemy, leav- 
ing the government in the hands of the leaders of the Coun- 
ter-Reformation. At his court lived the famous astronomers, 
John Kepler and Tycho Brahe. 
The Slovak Lutherans suffered greatly during his reign, 
for in religious disputes Rudolph was a staunch partisan of 
the Catholic cause, and his reign coincided with the militant 
activities of Catholicism. Also, internal dissension, which 
 




weakened them, reigned smong the Protestants during this 
period. 
At his coronation Rudolph vowed to uphold religious to- 
leration, but his actions spoke more truthfully than his words, 
Beginning with the persecution of the Bohemian Brethren, he 
turned then upon other faiths. Proof of this is his Counter- 
Reformation mandate in Slovakia where, however, the Protes- 
tants answered it in 1604 with the uprising of magnate Ste- 
phen Bocskay (Bocskai), Duke of Transylvania.&? 
Up to this time Lutheranism had made tremendous gains in 
Slovakias the Catholics suffering losses. In the first few 
years of Rudolph's reign the position of the Catholic clergy 
began to improve, for the Jesuits, who hed been unable to do 
anything under the tolerant reign of Maximilian II, once more 
took a hand in their education and began to display a great 
activity for the restoration of the Roman Church. During 
these early years of theseventeenth century began also the 
reclaiming of churches, originally founded by the Catholics, 
which had been occupied by the Protestants. Although very slow- 
ly, the Jesuits nevertheless began to convert some of the Pro- 
testant nobility. But the revolt of Stephen Bocskay again 
led to a decline of Catholicism. 7° 
Rudolph was forever in need of money. To obtain it he 
introduced a small lottery and sold offices and titles. Fi- 
nally he seized private properties and began to sell those. 
And when this did not suffice, charges were brought against 
/ 
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the magnates, chiefly the Protestant magnates, that they were 
disloyal and had offended the king. This was done in order 
to lay heavy fines upon them or to take away their rights 
and properties. The zealous Protestant, Stephen Illéshdzy, 
was persecuted in this manner. 9+ 
Rudolph began to persecute the Lutherans and the other 
Protestant bodies mainly with the aid of the papal army sent 
against the Turk. The leaders of this papal army were the 
cruel Jacob Barbian (Barbiano or Belgioso) and Basta. Witha 
sanction from Rome they turned their armies against the Evan=- 
gelicals instead of t he Turk and forcibly took away their 
churches, schools and church property. In 1604, when the Pro- 
testants complained of these persecutions to Rudolph, instead 
of redressing the grievances, he had additional laws passed 
against the Protestants, calling their conduct scandalous, 
declaring their grievances to be unfounded, and he had Bar-= 
bian persecute them more viciously. 
Thereupon Stephen Bocskay, the Duke of Transylvania, a- 
rose against these laws to prot ect the Protestants as well as 
his own properties. When the Protestant (Calvinistic) Church 
in Kosice was seized and the ministers and teachers of other 
Protestant churches were driven out and forbidden under a 
strict penalty to hold church services, Bocskay formed an ar- 
my in Potisie, began war, and was soon joined everywhere by 
Malcontents. He easily captured KoSice and started for Vi- 
enna. At the Diet in Krupina the entire Protestant nobility 
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joined his movement when they saw the success of his uprising. 97 
He elso called upon the Turk to aid him in this war against 
the religious intolerance of Rudolph. Bocskay and his allies, 
Stephen Tlldshdzy and George Thurzo, insisted that when it 
came time to signing the peace, it would be signed only under 
one conditions that religious freedom be safeguarded. Ru- 
dolph, however, would not even listen, for he feared the pa- 
pal interdict. 
Rudolph, like his forebears, carried on the war against 
the Turks, for in 1596 the Turk again invaded Hungary. But 
like his grandfather, Ferdinand I, he spent more time perse- 
cuting the non-Catholics than in liberating the Christians 
from the yoke of the Turk and, like him, was as unsuccessful 
against the Turk. Soon he saw another danger looming across 
the horizon. Suddenly he found the Slovaks rallying to the 
side of Stephen Bocskay. When he saw that they were penetrat- 
ing Moravia, and that his imperial general, Basta, was defeat- 
ed, he\seized/wos) with fear and called upon his brother Mat- 
thias (Maty4s), King of Hungary, 1608-1619, to attempt a 
peace with Bocskay. After a long period of negotiations with 
Bocskay's commissioner, Illéshazy, the Peace of Vienna was 
concluded on June 23, 16106." 
Bocskay died suddenly in Kosice on December 29, 1606. 
He did not live to see the Peace of Vienna ratified. It is 
claimed that upon the instigation of the Jesuits he was poi- 
soned by his chancellor, Katay, who was later quartered in 
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the Kobice city-square by the followers of Bocskay. 
Bocskay's was the first of five such uprisings in Slo- 
vekia. His was the first in a long chain of events which 
fill out the history of Slovakia to the beginning of the 
eighteenth century. The nobility was now rising egainst 
the kings in defense of their precious freedom. 
The Peace of Vienna guaranteed to the Protestants through- 
out the kingdom complete religious freedom, and promised that 
the king would never allow any violation of this promise. 
All former anti-Lutheran laws were to be invalidated. How- 
ever, the Jesuits were successful in inserting the condi- 
tional clausula "but without offense to the confessions of 
the Roman Catholic Church", (absque tamen praejudicio Catho- 
licae Romanse religionis). With this clausula the peace was 
devaluated. For that reason the Protestants in 1608 peti- 
tioned the Diet at Bratislava, where the peace was to be 
ratified, that this clause be omitted. At this Diet the peace 
was violently protested in the name of the clergy by the 
Catholic bishopse However, the firmness of archduke Mat- 
thias overcame the opposition of the Catholic party, and the 
peace, with the omission of the debated clausula, was uneni- 
mously ratified on October 22, 1608, by all except cardinal 
Forgéch. The Diet further resolved that the Protestants are 
no longer subordinate to the Catholic bishops, but have the 
right to elect their own administrative heads, their own con- 
gregational representatives, i.e, Superintendents. There 





and lower offices of the country. Furthermore, it was re=- 
solved that not only were the aristocracy and landlords to 
enjoy religious freedom, but so were the inhabitants of the 
cities and villages. "The Peace of Vienna became the cor- 
nerstone of religious freedom for the Protestant Church in 
Slove kia. #95 
Despite the wishes of the Diet, Rudolph declared its re- 
solutions regarding the Peace of Vienna invalid. This breach 
of faith cost him the throne, for his brother Matthias, in 
order to safeguard the power of the Hapsburgs, did not hesi- 
tate to join against him with the Austrian, Hungarian and 
Moravian nobility. Rudolph by now had sunk into a hypochon- 
dria which he neither controlled nor was capable of control- 
ling. Becoming increasingly subject to attacks of depression, 
which bordered on insanity, he was ruled by an insane suspi- 
ciousness and perversity of judgment. This hereditary ten- 
dency to insanity made him very haughty and intolerant and 
consequently very unpopular with his people. He feared as- 
sassination, and it is claimed that because of a prediction 
that his murderer would be a monk, he adopted a violent pre- 
judice against the Roman Church and clergy. He especially 
fell into a hateful distrust of the Jesuits. 
Matthias succeeded in dethroning Rudolph and was crowned 
King of Hungary on November 8, 1608, although, officially, 
Rudolph was not deposed till 1611. On November 6, 1608, just 
two days prior to the coronation, Count Tlidshdzy, a Luther- 




an, had been elected palatine by a large majority. Through 
his liberzlity, for he was a man of immense riches, the Pro- 
testants received a large number of churches and schools. 
He served as palatine for only six months, for he died on 
May 6, 1609. However, his successor, Count George Thurzo, 
waS an equally zealous Protestant, a Slovak Lutheran. 
Under Thurzo's leadership a synod was held in March, 
1610, at Zilina. At this synod, which will be treated in 
@ special chapter, the Slovak Lutheran churches of the ten 
Upper Hungarian (Slovak) counties were organized into three 
superintendentships, the duties of the superintendents, 
seniors and inspectors defined, and many rules adopted for 
the regulation of Church goverrment, discipline and rites. 
Upon the order of palatine George Thurzo the resolutions 
of this Synod were printed and circulated among the Luther- 
an congregations in the country. This Synod aroused the 
Catholic clergy in Slovakia to extraordinary efforts against 
the further spreading of Lutheranism in Slovakia. 
From the reign of Rudolph II on we see a more determined 
position taken by the Roman Church’ against the Protestants. 
Here is the beginning of the Counter-Reformation. Already 
in 1609, Cardinal Forgach, togebter with his clergy, protest- 
ed against the ordinaw es of the Diet of 1608 which favored 
the Protestants. The Diet of 1609 rejected this protest. 
It also opposed Peter Pammany, a member of the Society of 
Jesus, later archbishop of Ostrihom, and one of the lead- 




During this period, Protestant churches, still exist- 
ing in Slovakia today, were erected in Haj (1580), Turany 
(1580), St. Peter (1580), St. Mara (1580), St. Michal (1580), 
St. Helena (1582), Kidstor (1585), Jaseno (1585), Sklend 
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THE SYNOD OF ZILINA. 
The Slovak Evangelical Lutheran Church in Slovakia did 
not actually have her own organization until 1610. Until the 
year 1610 the Protestant clergy, lacking their own represen 
tation, willingly remained dependwét upon the higher Roman 
Catholic dignitaries. Since the Lutherans received no support 
from the civil government, they sought it where it could be 
found. At the outset of this arrangement there was harmonious 
agreement between the two parties and in many instances they 
used the same church buildings for their services. In many 
cases the only difference in church services was that the 
Lutherans held theirs in Slovak and the preaching of the Word 
of God was the climax, or center, of the service. The Luther- 
an ministers did not withdraw from under the power of the 
Roman bishops. They willingly gave them a voluntary fee, 
assessment, the so-called "census cathedraticus". Where the 
priest had the right of the tithe (the tenth part of the har- 
vest), that reverted to the Lutheran pastor, if the congre- 
gation became Lutheran. At many places the Roman priests 
also administered the Lord's Supper, under both species, to 
Lutherans. 
When the Catholic hierarchy began to come out openly a- 
gainst the Protestants, these conditions changed. In 1604 
the Roman Church prohibited Protestant church services, per- 




tant churches, parsonages, schools and properties. The cli- 
max of this persecution was reached in Kosice. When the 
Calvinistic church was seized in this city, all the Protes- 
tants complained of these persecutions to Rudolph II. But 
when neither he nor his advisors gave them any satisfaction, 
they rallied to the side of Stephen Bocskay, who arose against 
and defeated Barbian, the leader of these persecutions. In 
1606<Rudolph was ready to consider a peace, which was signed 
the same year in Vienna. 
On October 22, 1608, at the Diet of Bratislava, the pro- 
Visions of the Peace of Vienna were embodied into the laws 
of Hungary. The clause “in order that all jealousies and 
disputes be avoided between parties, it is hereby decreed 
that each religion have its (own) representatives or superin- 
tendents", 27 was especially emphasized. 
The Slovak Lutherans immediately took advantage of the 
results of the Peace of Vienna. Attention was directed to- 
ward purer teaching, simple and common services, and a more 
consecrated, sanctified, God=pleasing life. All unnecessary 
elements in worship were discarded and the use of the mother= 
tongue, Slovak, was introduced into more and more of the 
services. Churches were built with greater earnestness and 
great sacrifices were made toward the establishment of 
schools. Besides elementary schools, secondary schools were 
founded. Yes, one can thank the schools for the promulga- 
tion of Lutheranism in Slovakia. 
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On November 6, 1608, Count Stephen Illéshazy, who 
zealously worked for the cause of Lutheranism, was elected 
palatine of Hungary. It was another blessing for the Luther- 
ans that, when this devout palatine passed away on May 6, 
1609, in Vienna, another devout Lutheran, Count George Thurzo 
of Orava, was elected to this office. Thurzo can rightly be 
Called the 'watch-dog' of the Peace of Vienna, for he saw to 
it that it was strictly upheld, despite Jesuitical attempts 
to the contrary. Under his protection the Slovak Lutherans 
could pay more attention to the internal life of the Church. 
They knew that, above all else, it was becoming more necessary 
to make a clean break with the Roman Catholic Church and to 
m&kke themselves completely independent of the influence of 
the Roman Church. 
With this in mind, Thurzo immediately undertook the task 
of organizing the Lutheran Church, and already on July 3, 
1609, called a meeting in Zilina for the purpose of electing 
superintendents. Records tell us only that this meeting was 
adjourned without results.%° A conference was called for 
August, 1619, to Suéany, and it is almost certain that, as 
a result of this conference, a synod was called in Zilina in 
March, 1610. Although Thurzo did not send out a letter un- 
til March 13, 1610, calling the synod to Zilina for the 25th 
of March, the general conference in Bytéa on February 11, 1610, 
elected delegates Elids Ldni, Semuel Paulini and Stefan 
  
v 




oe We see from this that, Kruspier to the Synod of Zilina. 
although officially the Synod was not yet called, meny of 
the congregations were preparing themselves for it for the 
time when it would become a reality. This Synod was held 
for only three deys, March 28, 29, end 30, but it gave the 
Lutheran Church in Slovakia its first foundational organiza- 
tion.100 
On the 27th of March, 1610, Palatine George Thurzo made 
@ pompous entry into Zilina from his castle in Bytéa. The 
Rev. John Fabricius, pastor at Hlohoved, welcomed him in an 
address which was followed by an hour of relaxation and rest. 
Before George Thurzo gave his resumé of what hed been re- 
solved at the Sucany conference, the entire assembly of mag- 
nates, landlords, delegates, and spiritual leaders sang the 
hymn, "Veni Sancte Spiritus". In his resumé Thurzo gave 
the reasons why the General Synod was called to Zilina. He 
then called upon those present to consider and ponder ways 
and means of aiding the Church and gave assurance of his 
wholehearted support in their undertakings. Since a few of 
the delegates were not yet present, he considered it only 
fitting and proper that the discussions be postponed to the 
next day 11 He was assured by those present that all would 
pe done in their power to grant the fulfillment of his re- 
quests. Everyone then looked forward to the following morn- 
ing, when the business proper of the Synod would come under 
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Early the next morning &11 the delegates, consisting 
of both spiritual and seculer leaders from the ten counties 
of the Cisdanubian region,-met in the Zilina Church. Ser- 
vices were begun with the singing of "Veni Sancte Spiritus" 
and then pastor Elias Lani offered a prayer to God, asking 
for His aid and the gift of the Holy Spirit in the delibera- 
  
tions and proceedings. Following this prayer, Palatine   
Thurzo addressed the assembly, saying, mmong other things, 
that since the administration in spiritual matters of the 
ten counties is vested in those present, it is high time that 
steps be taken toward improving the welfare of the congre- 
gations and for the administration of their affairs so that 
in the future the Lutheran Church does not fall into decay. 102 
And since at the Diet in Bratislava it was decreed by law 
that each denomination have its own superintendents, there- 
fore, Thurzo seid that Evangelical superintendents, on whom 
all others are to be dependent, could and must be elected. 
Only in this way will the Lutheran clergy dispose of the 
yoke of the pope which has been pressing them. Thurzo also 
explained that since the ten counties are so large that one 
individual could not conveniently visit them, nor would be 
in a position to administrate all affairs which would arise, 
therefore, it is necessary that they be divided into three 
districts and that three superintendents be elected, follow- 
ing the example of the Saxon congregations.199 
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The Rev. John Fabricius replied in the name of the as- 
Sembled delegates. 
Following the address, Palatine Thurzo presented the 
Matter of 1) the best form of church government, 2) the of-   fice of superintendents, 3) the authority of this office, : 
4) the laws of administration and the oath and, 5) the views 
of the delegates on the form of administration of the Church. 
With undivided interest the assembly gave special attention 
to the addresses of B1lids Lani, pastor at Bytéa, Rev. John Fab- 
ricius, and John Ponicky, pastor at Cachtice. After the assen- 
bly had agreed that the best form of church government would 
be that of superintendentships, the formulation of the laws 
of administration was next on the docket. 
On the 29th of March, during the afternoon session, se- 
cular and spiritual leaders, familiar with public laws, were 
selected to draw up the laws of administration. Among these 
were Elias Lani, Alexander Socovinus, pastor at Prievidza, 
Jaroslav zmeskal, and George Lehotzky of Tren¢in. The laws 
and the oath having been formulated and accepted, nomina- 
tions were in order for the three offices of superintendents. 
Three men were nominated for each district = for Trencin, 
Liptov, and Oravas Elias Lani, John Lazitius, and Nicholas 
Baticius; for Turec, Zvolen, Hont, and Novohrads Samuel 
Melik, Matej Lochman, pastor at MoSovce, and someone from 
the Novohrad fraternity; for Bratislava, Nitra, and Tekovs 
Tzak Abrahamides, who was not present at the Synod, John 
Fabricius, and John Ponicky. The following were elected
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into offices Elias Lani, Samuel Melik, and Izgk Abrahamides. 
Elids Lani in a humble and beautiful address hesitated 
to accept the office. Melik, also. However, Palatine Thur- 
zo undermined all their arguments and excuses, and all three 
finally accepted their offices. 
The business end of the Synod came to a close at exact- 
ly noon on March 30th, whereupon the entire assembly, accom- 
panied by the ringing of all the church bells, marched in pro- 
cession through the entire city to the church. The church 
could not seat all the people who came to see the installa- 
tion af the three superintendents. The services were begun 
withthe singing of nveni Sancte Spiritus" followed by another 
hymn. John Fabricius, who was delegated by the Synod to 
perform the rite of installation, gave the address. With 
the laying on of hands he inducted Bids Lani, smuel Melik, 
and Izak Abrahemides into office. The services came to an 
end at 2:00 with the singing of "Te Deum Laudemus". That 
same night, urtyi 1 11 o'clock, twenty-five copies of the laws 
were made, one person dictating, while the others wrote. 
These were then sent throughout the ten counties.+°% 
That same evening Palatine Thurzo bid farewell to all 
the delegates and left for the mountainous regions of Hun- 
gary, taking with him a copy of the laws of administration 
which he then had printed in Latin in the city of Bardiov 
and sent throughout the country.t°° 
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MINUTES, LAWS, AND ANALYSIS OF THE SYNOD OF ZILINA. 
The proceedings and the resolutions of the Synod of Zi- 
lina were based upon the Word of God as found in 1 Cor. 14: 
“Let all things be done decently and in order" and on Psalm 
68: 28, "Strengthen, O God, that which thou hast wrought 
for us." 
The minutes list all the delegates and.pastors who were 
in attendances twenty-three lay-leaders and twenty-seven 
pastors. The minutes state that this Synod met at the re- 
quest of Palatine George Thurzo for the purpose of appoint- 
ing superintendents and for the purpose of organizing the 
Lutheran Church of the Augsburg Confession in the ten coun- 
ties. Then follow the names of the three elected superin- 
tendents and the counties and districts they were to repre- 
sent. 
The minutes continue, "Since there are congregations 
in this kingdom not only of Hungarian and Slovak, but also 
of German nationality, we have resolved that the Germans, 
as well as the Hungarians, have their own representatives,/°? 
who are to communicate by writing with the above-mentioned 
superintendents, and are to be dependent on then. Simon 
Heuchelin, pastor at Bratislava, is such a representative 
for the German congregations in the counties of Bratislava, 
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Nitra, and Tekovs; Pavel Lentz, pastor at Stiawnica, for the 
mining cities; and Stefan Kirti, pastor in Sered, for the 
Hungerien congregations in the counties of Bratislava, Nitra, 
and Tekov, ¥t08 
Provision was also made in the case of a death of a 
superintendent, or his removal into another district. The 
two remaining superintendents, after having duly notified 
the counties in the respective district ‘in which a vacancy 
in the gauperintendency has occurred of their intentions, 
should appoint another man for the office. 
In order that the superintendents may receive due re- 
muneration for their labors, an appeal is to be made to the 
various brotherhoods and counties to allocate a definite 
sum toward the salaries of these superintendents. 
Following these preliminary remarks, the laws of adminis- 
tration are set forth under sixteen points.1°9 These, and 
the oath, the writer has attempted to translate into English 
as literally as possible. 
I. Superintendents, inspectors, and elders (seniors) 
should in every way be concerned that, by orthodox teaching 
and impeccability of life and morals, they arrive as closely 
as possible at the rule prescribed for bishops by St. Paul 
the Apostle (I Tim. 3), that in such wise they may shine as 
a light to the rest of the shepherds and flocks -- so that, 
in case they did otherwise, our religion would not be brought a 
into evil repute and that no cause will be given our oppo- 
  
108. Ibid., pe 16. 
109. For Slovak version from the Latin see Kvagala, o p. 




nents to slander us. 
II. Let them annually visit the congregations, either 
personally, as much as they are able, or through their el- 
ders (seniors), if, either through illness or unavoidable 
misfortune, they would be prevented from doing so. And if 
they personally would be unable to visit individual congre- 
gations, they shall endeavor to errange the annval pestoral 
conferences, which are usually held in January and February, 
in such a manner that they themselves will be able to be 
present. In such wise they will be able to aid in the work 
of the brethren, pass judgment upon presented cases, know 
the status of the congregations, preserve discipline and 
collect their salary. 
III. On visitations let then investigate, what, in 
what manner, and how faithfully the pastors teach. Do they 
hold the people to prayers and catechization? Do they live 
devoutly, soberly, end chastély? On the other hand, are the 
people ersteful and respectful toward their pastor? Do they 
pey what the parishes are assessed? Do they take care of 
the church buildings, parsonages, and schools? Likewise, 
let them investigate what type of teachers the congregations 
have and what and how they teach the youth. They will exa- 
mine young pastors, who are rather immature in spirit, and 
will insist that they increase in learning and morals and 
will recommend them to the more learned. And they will stri
ve 
to correct and bring to order everything according to their 




the respective county and vrotherhood. 
Iv. It will be the duty of the superintendent to guard 
and care for all incomes of churches, parsong@es, schools, 
such as lands, meadows, mills and the like, together with 
the church's vestments and jewels, duly recorded, so that 
nothing will be lost, estranged, nor diminished. And if 
such lands, meadows, mills and properties be seized, let 
them have recourse to the civil government ( for aid). 
Ve They should defend the pastors of congregations and 
teachers of schools, in accordance with the laws, against 
every injustice and ignominy, for which purpose court actions 
and legal investigations will be necessary; for which, how- 
ever, they will from them receive wages. 
VI. Let them establish and preserve in all congregations 
thus united uniformity of rites and functions, with the sole 
exception of the robe (to the use of which, as a matter of 
indifference, it would not appeer advisable, for certain and 
obvious reasons, to compel the reverend Hungarian pastors). 
And this will be attained in no other manner than by the 
publishing of a single and uniform Agenda. Regarding the 
celebration of holy days which should be observed, there ex- 
ist already former regulations of the brotherhood. f 
VII. It will be the duty of the superintendent, call- 
ing upon the nearest inspector and elder (senior) and also 
several neighboring pastors, to examine candidates of sacred 
theology, who are by reason of age and impeccability of life 




















or will be called into it; and if he deem them to be fit, 
to ordain them into the holy office of the Church according 
to the formula of the Church of Wittenberg, and to dismiss 
then with their testimony and thst of the brethren and what 
is of greatest importance, to bind them to purity of teach- 
ing and to the obedience of the laws. And if anyone, for 
the purpose of broadening his knowledge, or of visiting coun- 
tries, or of acquiring books, would desire to attend Witten- 
berg or some other academy of the Augsburg Confession, as 
found in the Book of Concord, and there be ordained, let him 
be permitted to do so; only let it be done without bias or 
contempt of the native superintendents. But first, before 
desiring to go there, they must have lawful permission, com- 
pleted examinations, and must he provided withi the recommen- 
dation of the superintendents or inspectors. However, each 
superintendent must keep a list (protocol) of the ordained; 
and the candidate for ordination must by all means subscribe 
to the Book of Concord, otherwise he should not be admitted 
to ordination. 
VIII. In questions and matters legally subject to the 
investigation of the superintendents, if it becomes necessary, 
let political personages, acquainted with the law, but not 
connected (with the case) through interest, relationship, 
or kinship, be invited by the superint endents. 
IX. Litigations of greater import, as of false teach- 
ing, of adultery, and of other uncommon sins, raised against 










the superintendent; he will call from any brotherhood, fall- 
ing under his administration, eminent men and especially 
personages acquainted with the law; they should thoroughly 
investigate the matter and, according to the nature of the 
guilt, deprive the convicted transgressor of the dignity of 
minister, excommunicate him, deprive him of his salary and 
hand him over to the pdlitical power for punishment. Other 
minor matters should be placed before the inspectors and el- 
ders (seniors), so that the dignity of the elder does not 
suffer, nor the superintendent be buried under an avalanche 
of litigations. 
X- Aminister, called to a certain pastorate, should 
first present himself to the superintendent, ivencotons or 
definitely to the elder (senior) of the same county, if the 
superintendent is absent; and that solely for the purpose 
of proving his agreement in life and doctrine, and whether 
he possesses a lawful call. 
XI. If either the plaintiff or defendant refuse to be 
satisfied with the decision and verdict of the elder (senior) 
and his deans in the brotherhood to which he belongs, and 
if he should appeal to the superintendent, the superintendent 
of that district should request the copies of the records 
and verdict from the respective elder (senior) and investi- 
gate whether or not the court action was correct. If he 
finds that the decision was correct and justifiable, let him 
confirm the decision; however, should he find that something 
else is required, let him have the matter restudied in the 









same brotherhood, and if necessary, call in reliable men, 
skilled in judging and of sound judgment, from another 
brotherhood. Further appeal should not be permitted, and 
the convicted party bears the expenses. 
XII. The superintendent should not administrate and 
judge according to personel fancy and personal opinion the 
Ministers of God's Word entrusted to his supervision, but 
on the basis of laws. He should expel the hardened, if after 
one or two exhortations they obdurately do not want to and 
refuse to listen, announcing it first to the local political 
authorities, inspectors and elders (seniors) 5 and if they 
hold eny office, he should depose them from same. 
XIII. If any minister is to be summoned at the petition 
of a plaintiff, the plaintiff, obtaining a summons from the 
superintendent, should deliver it to his elder (senior) or 
inspector, who Bhould do the summoning through one or another 
of the ministers of the Word of God. 
XIV. Whereas it frequently occurs that superintendents, 
inspectors and the ministers themselves are offended by some 
and need protectors, therefore we decree that a superinten- 
dent, inspector, or minister offended by anyone, request the 
political power in the country, first the local and then, 
if necessary, also the higher, and let them ask their aid, 
and these powers by no means are permitted to refuse them 
protection. 
XV. If any brotherhoods have private privileges or same 





to the orthodox religion and these decrees, let the superin- 
tendents leave them to their benefit. 
XVI. In order that all these proposals might be more 
firmly observed and kept, the same superintendents, upon a 
solemn public induction inoffice in this congregation at 
Zilina, took an oath in a manner which also in future times, 
when necessity arises, should be observed, 
OATHs I, N.N., a minister of the Word of God and super- 
intendent in the counties of Ne, do vow in the presence of 
the eternal God, Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, and promise, 
that in my public and private life I will teach and foster no 
other teaching save that which is found in the prophetic and 
apostolic writings and which are embodied in the Augsburg Con- 
fession, submitted in Augsburg to Emperor Charles V in 1530, 
and which ie found in the Formula of Concord. I will dili- 
gently and strictly keep vigil and see to it that this Con- 
fession is confessed and taught also by the blders (seniors) 
and reverend ministers of God*s Word, entrusted to my care. 
I will endeavor, with the aid of the mercy of the Holy Ghost, 
to be to the pastors, congregations, and entire flock which 
have been entrusted to me, such a representative as befits a 
good and faithful shepherd of souls and a minister of the 
Word of God. I will endeavor to keep the canons which are al- 
80 prescribed for the clergy and the individual conferences, 
counties, and districts, and also for me in this office of 
superintendent, and I will see to it that they are observed 
and heeded also by all and by individuals under my supervi-. 
sion. This all I desire to fulfill to the utmost of my abi- 
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lity, to which end may God the Father, Son and Holy Ghost 
and my Christien faith be of help tome. amen. 
In the entire proceedings of the Synod of Zilina there 
is nothing contrary to the Word of God, and since not only 
spiritual leaders, but also lay-leaders, versed in the laws 
of government and in politics, helped to draw up these laws, 
they also conform to the laws of the land, Hungary. Great 
Pains were also taken that these laws of administration, which 
would free the Lutherans from Roman domination, should con- 
tain nothing which would antagonize the Roman Catholic Church. 
Of special note is the fact that not one nationality re- 
presented at the Synod was overlooked at this Synod. All 
were considered and provided for: the German and Hungarian 
Congregations receiving their own representatives in order 
that their representation could better be expedited by their 
native pastors. 
These laws of the Synod of Zilina, although only fomu- 
lating the main principles of the duties and tasks of the 
superintendents, seniors, and pastors, became a model for fu- 
ture synods which also elaborated upon them and added neces- 
sary changes. The Synod of Spiske Podhradie in 1614, with 
minor additions, accepted the canons of Zilina in their en- °* 
tirety and organized the counties of spié and Sarid. The Sy- 
nod of Rugomberok in 1707 referred to these laws in many in- 
stances. 
Yes, a more important date in the history of the refor 
mation in Slovakia would be hard to find. And although the 






Slovak Evangelical Lutheran Church in Hungary not being repre- 
Sented, still its importance and its results overshadow all 
Evangelical Synods of Slovakie. It made the Lutheran congre- 
Gations independent of Rome and united them in faith, for as 
a basis for the unity of faith they accepted the Book of Con- 
Cord. 
When these proceedings of the Synod of Zilina were later 
attacked, Palatine Thurzo answered in defense, "we did nothing 
at the Synod but that which serves to the honor and glorifi- 
cation of the Almighty and gracious Heavenly Father, to the 
salvetion of our souls, also for the defense of our faith, and 
which pertains to the organization of the congregations, united 
on the besis of the Augsburg Confession. 110 
Great opposition from the Roman Catholic faction arose 
against the decisions of the Synod of Zilina. Cardinal Fran- 
cis Forgach, who served also as archbishop of Ostrihom, saw 
@ great danger to the Roman Church in the canons of this Sy- 
nod, and already on April 17, 1610, less than three weeks af- 
ter the Synod, wrote a sharp letter of protest, full of in- 
vectives, against the resolutions of this Synod, stating that 
they violated the laws of the country, religious freedom of 
the congregations, the ‘holy canons‘, and even the command- 
ments of God. Among other things, he stated that "against the 
Papal powers not even the Peace of Vienna has any value, #t11 
He complains that the palatine has instituted a dangerous in- 
Novation, since he has no right to call a synod, at which 
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matters of a religious neture are discussed, without the 
knowledge and sanction of the archbishop. He accuses the 
superintendents of shamming the bishops, tims debasing the 
dignity of the Roman hierarchy and causing schisms in the 
Church, Forgach calls upon the bishops, archdeacons, priests, 
and the entire Roman clergy in general, to fight these danger- 
ous resolutions. He nailed this protest to the door of the 
Bratislava church and had it printed and circulated, +” 
This protest caused great concern among the Lutherans, 
superintendent Abrahamides and inspector Heuchelin immediate- 
ly sending a copy of it to Thurzo. Toward the end of May 
Thurzo acknowledged their letter and in a personal letter re- 
veals a pointed and decisive attitude against the protest and 
its author, Forgach. He writes: “a dog is for the purpose 
of barking, and knows nothing else but to bark. Every bird 
sings as its beak grew and is known by its singing. And so 
our opponents, foes of peace, country, and laws, will never 
cease barking against us, neither now nor never. And if they 
were able, they would definitely ruin us and send us to hell. 
But as a knight's horse does not pay any attention to the 
bark of dogs, so we do not worry about their excommunications 
with which they endeavor to put us out of the Christian Church. 
We lean on our belief that God guards and defends us despite 
their intolerance, pride and tyranny, despite their undemin- 
ing activities."2° He tells Abrahamides and Heuchelin to 
expect his return and he desires that the superintendents, 
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inspectors, and seniors, with the aid of learned laymen, write 
a defense against Forgach's letter and that they send him the 
manuscript. He will have it printed and see to its circulation. 
His wish was carried out. The letter of defense was 
printed in KoSice in 1610 under the title, “Apologia pro Sy- 
nodo Solnensi ejusque constitutionibus.*22* 
All this did not hamper putting into practice the resolu- 
tions of the Synod of Zilina. In fact, it added life to the 
Church and a greater zeal toward the activities in the Church. 
Under the protection of the palatine the brotherhoods began 
to organize independently and worked toward the effective or- 
ganization and administration of the Lutheran Church. 
The superintendents aroused the people to action, coun- 
seled, visited the congregations in their respective districts, 
and gave special attention to the establisiment of schools. 
In order to have sources from which to teach and study, super- 
intendent Elias Lani perused various translations and revisions 
of Luther's Catechism and authorized a new revision. He de- 
dicated this edition to Thurzo and his wife, who had the book 
printed and placed into the schools. The Catholic clergy 
turned upon this book, confiscated and burned it, so that by 
1634 hardly a copy of it was left.??5 
But the resolutions and results of the Synod of Zilina 
could no longer be undone by the Roman Catholic Church. From 
the 30th of March, 1610, to the present day the Lutheran 
Church in Slovakia was to have its own administrative organi- 
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zation, completely independent of the Roman Church, although 
not completely free from her stinging persecutions. The 
great historical significance of the Synod of Zilina cannot 
be denied. Perhaps much more could have been desired from 
this Synod, but when we consider that it was a pioneer step 
in the direction of complete independence of an opposing fac- 
tion, that it had no former model by which to guide itself, 
and that it was of such short duration, we must marvel at the 










DELEGATES AND IMPORTANT PERSONAGES AT THE SYNOD OF ZILINA. 
Twenty-three lay-leaders and twenty-seven spiritual lead- 
ers were delegated to the Synod of Zilina. Pastors present 
were John Artopaeus of Kodeca; Wicholas Baticius of Veliéna, 
Orava; and Andrew Carbonarius, pastor at Turé iansky Sv. Martin 
from 1607 to 1623. He was a native of Banska Bystrica, a 
zealous and well-educated man. Due to a dispute in 1618 with 
the Révay family, patrons of his congregation, he had to re- 
sign his pastorate and give up his seniorship, and in his old 
age had to flee for support to the trenéin and Zvolen brother- 
hoods.22© iso yondg Gernak of Soléany, Nitras and Florian 
Duchon, Bratislava court-preacher of Madame Katherine Palffy, 
widow of Count Stephen Illeshazy, former palatine of Hungary. 
Duchon is known for his literary work "Antithesis Veteris et 
Novae Ecclesiae ac Doctrinae Christo-Lutheranae et Apostoli- 
cae, ac Novae Romanae. nll? 
Also Jan Fabricius, who already in 1580 was a pastor in 
Svaty Michal in Hlohovec;?+® simon Heuchelin, German pastor 
at Bratislava; Izak Hodicskius of Turne; Stefan Kruspier 
of Nove Mesto; Elias Lani of Bytcas Jan Lazicius of lower 
Trenci{n county; zacharias Gasparides Leszetan; Christofor 
Masurkius of NemeckA Lupéas; Samuel Melik of Brezany; Martin 
MokoSinus of Tepld in Liptov, who was ordained in Wittenberg 
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on June 12, 1580, and died on April 1l, 1619;""° Samuel Pauli- 
nus of Bystrica; Michal Petri of Chrenovecs; Jur Piskator of 
Hradnas Jan Ponicky, pastor of Cachtice and Brané and pro- 
vost of Nove Mesto; and Pavel Saladinus of Banovce. In 1600 
Saladinus was called as a teacher to Suéany from where he 
went as pastor to Banovce. At the funeral of Peter Revay he 
read the poetic verses. He died in 1629.79 
Also Jur Smidelius of Svdta Helena in Turiec. He was a 
learned, religious, and affable man who died April 26, 1617.222 
Also Alexander Socovin of Prievidzas Baltazar Starozvolensky 
of Sintava; Martin Szkacsanyi of Piegtany; Elids Tornarius 
of Lupta in Zvolen, and Jan Zubenicius of Zelenica. 
Lay-leaders who were present were Martin Beniczky, vice- 
palatine of Hungary; Nicholas Benkovith of Zvolen; Martin Bos- 
Banyi of Tekovs Jan David of Svaty Peter in Orava; Benedik 
Gyurki of Zvolen; Andrew Jakusith of Vrbove; Martin Keszler, 
delegate from Bratislava; Jur Lehotzky ot Trencin; Rudolph 
Maurach, delegate from Bratislava; Jan Maythenyi of Tekov; 
Gagpar Ocskay of Nitra; Michal Okolicsenyi of Liptovs Ondrej 
Ostrosith of Gilet{nec; Benedikt Pogranyis Benedik Pongracz 
of Liptov; Peter Revay, administrator of Turiec, councilor 
of His Imperial Majesty and guardian of the sacred crown of 
Hungary; Jan Ruttkay of Turiec; Theodos Sirmiensis of Sule; 
Jan Sturm of Modras Mojzie Szuniogh of Jesenica; Mikulds 
Tarnoveky. of Turiec, landlord in Diviaks George Thurzo, pala- 
tine of Hungary, and Jaroslav gmeskal of Domariovce. 
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Among the most importent lay-leaders at this Synod was 
122 paletine of Hungary, at whose request Count George Thurzo, 
the Synod was called. His father was Frano Thurzo, bishop 
of Nitra and president of -the Bratislava chamber, who, upon 
seeing the danger of extinction to his lineage, left the 
bishopric in 1557, became e Lutheran and married Barbara Kost- 
ka who, however, died without leaving an heir. Thereupon he 
married the daughter of Nicholas zrini, Katherine, who bore 
him six children. 
George was born in Lietava on September 2, 1567. His 
father died in 1576 and his widowed mother married Imrich For- 
gach who took an immediste liking to George and gave him a 
good education. Among his tutors were Vazil Gerstmann of Si- 
lesia, Nikodem Sartorius, pastor at Bystrica, M. Erhard, pas- 
tor at Stievnica, and John Pruno, pastor at Hlohovec. 
At seventeen Forgach sent him as courtier to Duke Ernest, 
brother of Emperor Rudolph II. It was during this period that 
George's mother died, and he had to return to Slovakia to 
take over the administration of the Thurzo properties in Spis 
and Trencin, Because he feared the extinction of the Thurzo 
line, George, at the age of eighteen, married the daughter of 
his step-father's brother, Sofia Forgach, who bore him three 
children, Frantisek, Zuzanna, end Judith. At twenty-five he 
entered military service and fought against the Turk, making 
such a fine record for himself that Rudolph II bestowed upon 
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him the title of colonel. In one of his battles against the 
Turk, he was surrounded by them, and it seemed that he would 
either be captured or killed. However, he managed barely to 
escape. News of this precarious adventure reached the ears 
of his wife who had just born® him a daughter. The shock 
proved too great for her and she succumbed. 
In 1598 he was named king's councilor and in 1599, cup- 
bearer. In 1598 Thurzo married Elizabeth Czobor, who was 
born and reared in the central part of Hungary. In Tranov- 
sky's hymnal there is a hymn preserved which Lady Thurzo 
composed, probably with the aid of Elias Lani, their court=- 
preacher,1“° In 1604 Thurzo left the army and entered upon 
a diplometic career. A year later Rudolph II bestowed upon 
him the title of Count. Thurzo was the mediator between Ru- 
dolph II and Matthias at the Peace of Vienna in 1606. On De- 
cember 7, 1609, he was elected palatine of Hungary, and thus 
became the guardian of the Peace of Vienna. Through his ef- 
forts the Synod of Zilina became a reality and a success, for 
it was he who invited all the Lutheran counts and magnates to 
the Synod in 1610. 
Thurzo and his wife, Elizabeth, were an exemplary Chris- 
tian couple. His many duties as a diplomat took him away fran 
home for shorter and longer periods, but he always wrote let- 
ters to his wife which she preserved and velued. These let- 
ters were printed in two volumes in 1876. They cast light up- 
  





on his devoted family life and especially upon the pains he 
took to give his children a proper Christian education and 
training. All his children knew Slovek, which was very un- 
usual for the children of nobility of that period. 
By his second wife Thurzo had ten children. His two 
sons were John and Imrich. Imrich went to Wittenberg in 1615 
and became a teacher at the University. Upon the request of 
his father he returned to Bytca in June, 1616, and married 
Countess Kristine Nyary. 
Toward the end Thurzo was a sickly man and became almost 
bedridden. It is interesting to note what great influence 
he held and in what great esteem his decisions were held, 
when we notice that his greatest enemy, Peter Pazmany, the 
chief leader of the bloody Counter-Reformation in Slovakia, 
came to his sick-bed with several other leading dignitearies 
of the country to seek his advice about the next successor 
to the king. 
Thurzo died at nine in the evening on December 24, 1616, 
at the age of only forty-nine, having served as palatine of 
Hungary for seven years. His death was a great blow not on- 
ly to his famiby, but also to the Lutheran Church of Slovakia, 
for the Cetholic opposition was becoming greater and a good 
leader was in demand. Thurzo wasn't buried until February 
19, 1617, for time was needed to give him a fitting burial 
and to give dignitaries time to make the journey to his funer- 
al. 








exhorts his children to remain true to the Lutheren Church of 
the Unaltered Augsburg Confession and disinherits those who 
turn to another faith. 
In the chapel of his Orava castle is a granite life-size 
pondiges of Thurzo. Next to it hang his helmet and cudgel 
which he carried in the defense of his country. 
Elias Lani,?#4 one of the first superintendents of Slo- 
125 and composer of religious hymns vakia, a noted preacher, 
and apologies, +2© was born in Slovenske Pravno, Turiec, about 
the year 1570. Since the records of his early life were 
burned during the later persecution of the Lutherans in Slo- 
vakia, little is known of his early life. At the age of twen- 
ty-four he became a professor at Straz. In 1595 he accepted 
a teacherage in JelSava. In 1696 he was ordained to the 
ministry in Breh, Silesia, and thereupon accepted a call to 
MoSovce. In the meantime he married Zuzanna Tamarisci who 
bore him three sons, Izak, Rehor, and zacharias. 
In 1602 he was elected dean of Turiec, which conference 
also delegated him, together with Matthew Lochman, pastor at 
Sucany, to draw up a new set of rules to govern the conference. 
These he presented the same year for endorsement to Peter 
  
124. For biographies of E1i4s Lani see Mocko, Elias 
Lanis Dobroslav Chrobelt, Rukovat dejin slovenskej literatury, 
and Ottuv, Slownik Nauény, Vol. XV., pe. 656 und er Lani, 5. 
125. ,Several of, his sermons yire printed. The most 
famous is Ret na pohrbu hrabéte Jiriho Turza (The Address 
at the Funeral of Palatine George Thurzo). 
126. Best known is his apology against T. Fabricius, 
“Scutum libertatis Christianae in us erenoniarum, nomina- 
tum autem imaginum g*Defensio libertatis Christianae in usu 





Revay, patron of the Lutheran Church. These rules were valid 
only in the Turiec conference. 
On May 26, 1608, he was called as court=-preacher by Pa- 
latine Count George Thurzo to Bytéa, trencin, and thus became 
the confessor and spiritual adviser to the most powerful and 
renowned magnate of Hungary. The following year he was elect~ { 
ed dean of the Trenéin conf erence, The clergy had come to | 
learn of his learning, willingness and ability to work in the 
kingdom of God and valued his opinions and decisions highly. | 
They also knew that he had the support of the Lutheran pala-   tine, George Thurzo. 
However, Lani did not want to accept the office, but when 
the decision of the conference remained unchanged, he accept- 
ed the office with a few reservations. He requested that the 
brethren show him due obedience, for he did not want to be 
a dean in name only, and also knew well that he was considered 
& new-comer in the seniorate,. Lani also knew that many factions 
existed in this conference and therefore asked that all exist-= 
ing differences be ironed out and that the conference work 
toward unity and hammony in all of its dealings. Knowing 
also that there were many who were giving offense to the 
Christian congregations, he asked his brethren to be of help 
to him in exhorting the offenders, and if need be, to punish 
then. 
At the Synod of Zilina he was elected to one of the three 
superintendentships. To his care fell the Lutheran congre- 
gations of the three counties of Tren¢{n, Liptov, and Orava.  
73. 
How seriously he took his position can be seen from the one 
fact that in one year alone he visited 105 congregations. 
Because of the various experiences in his visitations, he 
presented eight topics for discussion at the Bytéa conf erence 
in January, 1613. He wished to hear the opinion of his breth- 
ren on these seven points in order: that they could be added 
to the resolutions passed upon at the Synod of Zilinas (1) 
On the method of visitations, (2) On the life, morals, and 
diligence of pastors, (3) Of the manner in which to protest 
against infringements of rights, (4) The question of a common 
and unified Agenda, (5) On the agreement of laws in all the 
counties, (6) On the removal of ministers from office and, 
(7) On the illegal entry of teachers and nantore into these 
regions. 
One of his main contributions to the Slovak literature 
of the Lutherans was his translation of Luther's Catechism 
into Slovak, which was printed in Levoéa in 1612. This trans- 
lation, in which he was assisted by Abrahamides and Melik, 
he dedicated to Palatine George Thurzo and his wife. Thurzo 
had it printed and placed into all the Lutheran schools. 
Ldéni not only stood for the pure teaching of the Word of 
God and strict adherence to the Augsburg Confession, but he 
also vigorously attacked those who did not adhere to the Word 
of God or taught false doctrine. 
The year 1617 marked the first centennial of the Refor- 
mation. The university at Wittenberg gave the impetus to the 


















    
  
in Slovakia followed in its footsteps with Lani at the head 
of the movement. He called the superintendents to the Synod 
of MoSovce on September 26, 1617, in order that a unified 
program might be established for the proper observance of this 
centennial. Returning home, Leni immediately drew up the pro- 
gram of the jubilee. He called a special conference of the 
Upper Trenéin congregations and even notified the secular 
leaders of the trené{n county of the importance of this jubi- 
lee in a letter of October 6, 1617. 
His death, like Thurzo's,was a great blow to the Evan- 
gelical Lutheran Church of Slovakia, But his many duties anda 
activities and his vigilance over the Lutheran Church in Slo- 
vakie sapped his strength, and he departed this life still 
& young man. He died on November 5, 1618, at the age of for- 
ty-eight. 
He was given a memorable burial. His heirs placed a mo- 
numental stone upon his grave with the Latin inscription: 
"It is enough, O Lord, take Thou my soul$ To the honorable 
and enlightened Elias Lani, pastor of the Bytca congregetion 
and first elected superintendent of the counties of trenéin, 
Liptov, and Orava, who in Christ departed this life on Noven- 
ber 5, 1618 in his forty-eighth year. Erected by his heirs." 
However, this monument did not remain long upon his grave, 
for the leaders of the Counter-Reformation destroyed it at 
their first opportunity. 
Lani was also a great master of poetry and composed hymns 





reveal the deep-souled feelings, trials and tribuletions of 
his age.2=" The Tranoscius, the present-day authorized hym- 
nal of the Slovak Lutheran Clmrch, lists ten of his hymna, 
numbers 428, 550, 555, 568, 595, 814, 815, 853, 941 and 966. 
Izak Abrahamides, who also went under the pseudonym of 
128 aithough not present at the Synod Hrochotius tHrochoteky), 
of Zilina, nevertheless was elected, in absentia, superinten- 
dent of the counties of Tekov, Nitra, and Bratislava. He 
was born about 1575 in Hrochot, Zvolen, and studied in Praha 
and Liptov. He taught school in Vienna and was a notary pub- 
lic in Kremnica. In 1595 he was ordained to the ministry in 
Wittenberg. Abrahamides excelled in theological studies and 
in oratory. Together with Elids Ldéni and Semuel Melik he 
translated Luther's Catechism into Slovak and saw it printed 
in Levoéa in 1612. He departed from this life on September 
5, 1621. 
  
127. Krémery, op, cite, pe 8 
128. For biographies of Abrahamides see Dobroslav 
Chrobak, Ope cit., and Ottiv, OQDe Cite, Vol. Les De 79. 
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